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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Geological  Survey 
30  CFR  Part  251 

Geological  and  Geophysical  (G  &  G) 
Explorations  of  the  Outer  Continental 
Shelf 

agency:  Department  of  the  Interior,  U.S. 
Geological  Survey 
ACTION:  Final  rule. 

summary:  This  rule  incorporates  the 
modifications  required  to  conform  30 
CFR  Part  251  with  the  Outer  Continental 
Shelf  (OCS)  Lands  Act,  as  amended,  43 
U.S.C.  1331  et  seq.  (herein  referred  to  as 
the  “Act”).  A  proposed  rule  was 
published  on  February  9, 1979,  in  the 
Federal  Register  (44  FR  8302).  The 
proposed  rule  described  new  procedures 
and,  to  the  extent  required  by  the  Act, 
modifications  to  existing  practices  and 
procedures  that  govern  prelease 
geological  and  geophysical  explorations 
of  the  OCS. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  This  rule  shall  become 
effective  March  25, 1980. 

ADDRESSES:  A  copy  of  this  rule  may  be 
obtained  from  the  following  offices  of 
the  Geological  Survey: 

Deputy  Division  Chief,  Offshore  Minerals 
Regulation,  U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
National  Center — Mail  Stop<640, 12201 
Sunrise  Valley  Drive,  Reston,  Virginia 
22092 

Conservation  Manager,  Eastern  Region,  U.S. 
Geological  Survey,  1725  K  Street  NW., 

Suite  204,  Washington,  D.C.  20006 
Conservation  Manager,  Gulf  of  Mexico 
Region,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  131 
Imperial  Office  Building,  P.O.  Box  7944, 
Metairie,  Louisiana  70010 
Conservation  Manager,  Pacific  OCS  Region, 
U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1340  West  Sixth 
Street,  Room  160,  Los  Angeles,  California 
90017 

Assistant  Conservation  Manager,  Alaska 
Area,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  800  "A” 
Street,  Anchorage,  Alaska  99501. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Gordon  D.  Burton,  Branch  of  Marine 
Evaluation,  Conservation  Division,  U.S. 
Geological  Survey,  Mail  Stop  640, 12201 
Sunrise  Valley  Drive,  Reston,  Virginia 
22092,  (703)  860-7564. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Background 

Rules  establishing  practices  and 
procedures  under  which  the  U.S. 
Geological  Survey  (herein  referred  to  as 
the  “Survey")  administers  geological 
and  geophysical  exploration  activities 
on  the  OCS  were  effective  June  11, 1976 
and  were  published  as  Part  251  of  Title 
30  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  on 
June  23, 1976  (41  FR  25891).  The  Survey 


published  a  proposed  revision  of  30  CFR 
Part  251  in  the  Federal  Register  on 
February  9, 1979  (44  FR  8302).  The 
proposed  revisions  incorporated 
modifications  required  to  bring  the 
provisions  of  Part  251  into  conformance 
with  the  Act  and  to  implement  a 
decision  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  allow  the  drilling  of  prelease 
onstructure  deep  stratigraphic  tests.  The 
most  important  changes  related  to:  (1) 
Giving  permittees  the  option  of  drilling 
deep  stratigraphic  tests  either 
onstructure  or  offstructure;  (2)  Requiring 
the  submittal  of  an  Environmental 
Report  prior  to  drilling  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test;  (3)  Allowing  a  penalty 
for  late  participation  in  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test  after  the  Director 
issues  a  public  notice  of  signiHcant 
shows  or  a  possible  discovery  of  up  to 
200  percent  of  the  cost  to  any  of  the 
original  participants;  (4)  Requiring  deep 
stratigraphic  tests  to  be  completed  no 
later  than  3  months  prior  to  the  month  in 
which  the  relevant  deposed  Notice  of 
Sale  appears  on  the  Secretary's 
currently  approved  OCS  Leasing 
Schedule;  (5)  Requiring  all  deep 
stratigraphic  tests  to  be  considered 
expendable  and  to  be  permanently 
plugged  and  abandoned;  (6)  Clarifying 
what  will  be  released  to  the  public  by 
the  Director  in  the  event  hydrocarbon 
accumulations  are  encountered  in  a 
deep  stratigraphic  test;  and  (7)  Allowing 
the  Director  to  disclose  information  or 
data  to  independent  contractors,  with  a 
promise  to  maintain  its  confidentiality, 
for  analysis  or  processing  on  the 
Government’s  behalf. 

This  final  rule  puts  into  effect  most  of 
these  changes  and  incorporates 
additional  changes  which  can  be 
summarized  as  follows:  (1)  The 
requirement  for  the  fling  of  notices  for 
scientific  research  has  been  modified  so 
that  filing  of  a  notice  is  required  before 
any  shallow  test  drilling  for  scientific 
research  may  commence;  however, 
permits  will  continue  to  be  required  for 
scientific  research  which  involves  the 
use  of  solid  or  liquid  explosives  or  a 
deep  stratigraphic  test;  (2)  In  order  to 
comply  with  section  402(b)  of  the  Act,  a 
provision  pertaining  to  the  Fishermen’s 
Contingency  Fund  has  been  added;  (3) 
The  maximum  allowable  penalty  for  late 
participation  in  a  deep  stratigraphic  test 
after  the  Director  has  announced  a 
hydrocarbon  occurrence  has  been  raised 
from  200  to  300  percent;  (4)  Language 
requiring  permittees  to  notify  the 
Director  of  all  hydrocarbon  occurrences 
detected  in  the  drilling  of  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test  and  allowing  the 
Director  to  make  a  public  announcement 
of  occurrences  considered  significant 


has  been  added;  (5)  Subsections 
251.11(a)  and  (b)  and  251.12(a)  and  (b) 
have  been  expanded  to  require  the 
submission,  upon  request  by  the 
Director,  of  interpreted  geological  and 
geophysical  information;  (6)  The 
proprietary  term  for  data  relating  to  a 
deep  stratigraphic  test  that  is  not  within 
50  miles  of  an  OCS  oil  and  gas  lease  has 
been  extended  from  5  to  10  years;  (7) 
Procedures  dealing  with  the  manner  in 
which  privileged  or  proprietary 
information  or  data  will  be  provided  to 
the  designated  representative  of  a 
Governor  pursuant  to  section  8(g)  of  the 
Act  have  been  added;  and  (8)  The 
provisions  pertaining  to  the  disclosure  of 
data  and  information  relating  to  specific 
contractual  commitments  have  been 
clarified. 

Conunents 

A  total  of  39  parties  submitted  timely 
comments  in  response  to  the  invitation 
contained  in  the  notice  of  the  proposed 
rule  published  February  9, 1979.  These 
comments  represented  the  views  of  2 
private  citizens,  3  environmental 
organizations,  8  State  and  local 
Governments,  and  26  oil  and  gas 
companies  and  trade  organizations. 

Public  Hearings 

Oral  testimony  concerning  the 
proposed  revisions  of  30  CFR  Part  251 
was  also  taken  at  a  public  hearing  held 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  May  8, 1979. 

Discussion  of  Format  Change 

As  part  of  the  Survey’s  effort  to 
comply  with  Executive  Order  12044,  all 
of  its  OCS  regulations  have  been 
rewritten  to  make  them  as  simple  and 
clear  as  possible.  As  a  result,  the  format 
and  contents  of  30  CFR  Part  251  have 
been  significantly  restructured  since 
they  were  published  as  a  proposed  rule 
on  February  9, 1979.  This  final  rule  is 
organized  in  such  a  way  as  to  clarify  the 
procedures  to  be  followed  and  the 
requirements  to  be  met  by  those  parties 
conducting  prelease  geological  and 
geophysical  activities  on  the  OCS.  In 
general,  the  format  has  been  altered  to 
reflect  the  sequence  of  activities  which 
comprise  the  permitting  process.  Also, 
related  procedures  have  been  grouped 
together  in  a  more  easily  understood 
manner. 

Discussion  of  Major  Comments 

Deep  stratigraphic  test:  Numerous 
comments  were  received  on  the 
Department’s  decision  to  expand  the 
definition  of  “deep  stratigraphic  test"  to 
include  the  option  of  allowing  either  the 
drilling  of  onstructure  or  offstructure 
deep  stratigraphic  tests.  The  major 
concerns  expressed  in  comments  were: 
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The  impact  of  this  decision  on  the 
proposed  lease  sale  schedule;  The 
environmental  and  economic 
implications  of  the  increased  potential 
for  the  discovery  of  hydrocarbons 
during  prelease  onstructure  tests;  The 
impact  on  competition  within  the  oil  and 
gas  industry;  Tlie  threat  of  increased 
Federal  involvement  in  presale  drilling 
operations;  and  The  statutory  authority 
of  the  Government  to  permit  onstructure 
tests. 

Many  respondents  opposed  allowing 
onstructure  drilling  because  they  felt  it 
would  delay  OCS  leasing  in  the  most 
promising  frontier  areas.  They  argued 
that  the  Department  would  be  under 
increasing  pressure  to  wait  until  frontier 
areas  are  thoroughly  evaluated  before 
offering  them  for  sale.  Other 
conunenters  expressed  concern  that  this 
would  increase  pressures  for  the 
Government  to  begin  drilling  deep 
stratigraphic  tests,  which  they  regarded 
as  the  first  step  toward  the  creation  of  a 
Federal  oil  and  gas  company.  We 
disagree  with  both  of  these  viewpoints. 
First,  there  is  nothing  new  or  unusual 
about  drilling  deep  stratigraphic  tests  in 
advance  of  offshore  lease  sales.  The 
deep  stratigraphic  test  program  is 
already  in  place  and  is  well  known. 
Although  deep  stratigraphic  tests, 
whether  they  are  drilled  on-  or 
offstructure,  increase  the  amount  of 
prelease  information  available  to  the 
Government,  we  recognize  the 
limitations  associated  with  the  use  of 
this  information.  The  Department  does 
not  foresee  delay  or  cancellation  of 
sales  on  the  basis  of  information  gained 
from  deep  stratigraphic  tests.  In  fact,  the 
regulations  specifically  state  that  all 
deep  stratigraphic  tests  must  be 
completed  3  months  prior  to  a  Proposed 
Notice  of  Sale,  if  the  test  is  within  50 
geographic  miles  of  tracts  to  be  included 
in  the  sale.  Second,  the  final  rule  simply 
allows  the  Secretary  to  authorize 
industry  to  drill  stratigraphic  tests 
onstructure  as  well  as  offstructure. 
Industry,  and  not  the  Government,  will 
initiate  proposals  for  the  drilling  of 
onstructure  tests. 

Some  respondents  expressed  concern 
over  the  environmental  risks  associated 
with  the  increased  potential  for  the 
discovery  of  hydrocarbons  during 
onstructure  tests.  In  response  to  this 
concern,  the  final  rule  has  been  modified 
to  state  that  the  permittee  must  utilize 
the  best  available  and  safest 
technologies  for  drilling  activities  as 
prescribe  or  approved  by  the  Director. 
Also,  it  should  be  noted  that 
hydrocarbons  have  been  encountered  in 
two  offstructure  deep  stratigraphic  tests, 
the  COST  B-3  in  the  Mid-Atlantic  and 


the  Point  Conception  test  off  the  coast  of 
California,  and  adequate  precautions 
were  taken  by  industry  to  prevent  any 
damage  to  the  environment 

Some  conunenters  insisted  that  the 
public  announcement  of  hydrocarbon 
occurrences  will  have  an  adverse 
economic  impact  on  a  lease  sale.  They 
presume  that  a  positive  announcement 
would  inflate  lease  bids,  and  no  public 
announcement  would  reduce  bids.  We 
do  not  agree.  The  economic  impact  will 
occur  primarily  as  a  result  of  the 
information  and  data  which  participants 
derive  from  the  test  well  rather  than 
from  the  Director’s  annoimcement  of  a 
significant  hydrocarbon  occurrence.  The 
information  that  hydrocarbons  are  or 
are  not  present  is  only  one  of  many 
factors  considered  by  private  industry 
and  the  Government  in  estimating  the 
resource  potential  of  an  area.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  announcement  will  encourage 
expanded  group  participation  in  sharing 
the  cost  of  deep  stratigraphic  tests 
because  participants  will  benefit  by 
having  early  access  to  all  information 
derived  from  the  drilling  activities.  The 
additional  information  will  also  provide 
potential  bidders  (and  the  Federal 
Government)  a  better  basis  on  which  to 
assess  the  value  of  individual  offshore 
tracts  prior  to  a  lease  sale.  This  should 
enable  industry  to  better  utilize  its 
capital  assets  and  provide  Federal 
revenues  that  more  fully  reflect  the 
resources  that  eventually  may  be 
discovered  in  the  OCS  lands.  . 

Severed  commenters  expressed  the 
view  that  onstructure  tests  will,  contrary 
to  the  Department’s  point  of  view, 
decrease  industry  competition  and 
discoiirage  participation  by  smaller, 
independent  companies.  We  continue  to 
believe  that  prelease  onstructiu’e  test 
drilling  will  enhance  competition  for 
offshore  tracts  by  providing  smaller 
companies  additional  information  to 
somewhat  reduce  risks  associated  with 
participation  in  offshore  lease  sales. 

Several  commenters  contended  that 
the  Department  does  not  have  the 
authority  to  permit  onstructure  drilling 
activities  before  a  lease  is  issued.  They 
base  their  argument  on  the  fact  that  the 
Act  does  not  specifically  authorize  such 
activities.  Departmental  policy  is  based 
on  existing  legal  authority  which  states: 

Any  agency  of  the  United  States  and  any 
person  authorized  by  the  Secretary  may 
conduct  geological  and  geophysical 
explorations  in  the  Outer  Continental  Shelf, 
which  do  not  interfere  with  or  endanger 
actual  operations  under  any  lease  maintained 
or  granted  pursuant  to  this  Act,  and  which 
are  not  unduly  harmful  to  aquatic  life  in  such 
area.  (43  U.S.C.  1340] 

This  matter  was  discussed  during 
congressional  debate  over  the  proposed 


amendments  to  the  OCS  Lands  Act  of 
1953.  During  the  deliberations,  the 
Department  made  it  clear  that  it 
believed  it  could  authorize  onstructure 
drilling  activities  prior  to  the  issuance  of 
a  lease. 

The  House-Senate  Conference  Report 
makes  it  clear  that  the  conferees 
accepted  this  argument: 

The  conferees’  action  does  not  indicate  any 
intention  to  limit,  modify,  or  expand 
whatever  authority  the  Government  has 
under  existing  law  to  grant  permits  to 
applicants  to  conduct  drilling  operations 
(Conference  Report  on  OCS  Lands  Act 
Amendments  of  1978,  Report  No.  95-1091, 
page  101). 

The  Secretary’s  decision  to  allow 
onstructure  drilling  was  made  in  an 
effort  to  obtain  additional  information 
about  the  hydrocarbon  potential  of  an 
OCS  sale  area,  information  which  . 
cannot  be  obtained  by  drilling  only 
offstructure. 

Several  commenters  endorsed  the 
policy  of  prelease  onstructiu^  tests  and 
agreed  that  these  will  provide  more 
iifformation  with  which  to  evaluate  the 
resource  potential  of  an  area  prior  to 
leasing. 

Some  respondents  recommended  that 
onstructure  tests  be  required  in  all  areas 
prior  to  offering  tracts  at  a  lease  sale. 

We  have  not  adopted  this  suggestion. 
'This  approach  was  vigorously  debated 
by  Congress  diuing  its  consideration  of 
amendments  to  the  OCS  Lands  Act  of 
1953  and  was  not  adopted. 

Drilling  plan  and  environmental 
report:  Numerous  comments  were 
received  on  the  requirements  for  a 
Drilling  Plan  a  ad  ^vironmental  Report 
contained  in  §  251.6-2  of  the  final  rule. 
Several  respondents  argued  that  the 
stated  requirements  are  too  stringent. 

We  do  not  share  this  point  of  view.  Both 
the  Drilling  Plan  and  Environmental 
Report  are  necessary  to  enable  the 
Survey  and  affected  States  to  monitor 
activities  associated  with  the  drilling  of 
deep  stratigraphic  tests  and  to  identify 
and  evaluate  ^e  environmental 
consequences  that  may  result  from  the 
proposed  drilling. 

Fiulhermore,  the  information  required 
in  the  Environmental  Report  coincides 
with  the  information  that  may  be 
provided  to  States  when  required  by 
approved  coastal  zone  management 
programs  for  use  by  the  State  in 
evaluating  the  permittee’s  consistency 
certification. 

Several  respondents  did  not  feel  it 
necessary  to  include  a  description  of  the 
proposed  drilling  rig  in  the  Drilling  Plan 
if  this  information  has  previously  been 
submitted  to  the  Director.  We  have 
adopted  this  suggestion  and  have 
accordingly  modified  the  final  rule. 
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One  commenter  objected  to  the 
requirement  that  an  oil  spill  contingency 
plan  be  part  of  the  Drilling  Plan  because 
of  the  short  term  duration  of  test  drilling. 
Because  onstructure  drilling  increases 
the  possibility  that  a  deep  stratigraphic 
test  will  detect  hydrocarbons,  an  oil 
spill  contingency  plan  is  required  in  case 
there  is  an  accidental  spill.  We  choSe, 
instead,  to  expand  this  requirement  by 
accepting  the  recommendation  that  die 
oil  spill  contingency  plan  include  a 
description  of  the  onshore  disposal 
procedures  for  spilled  oil  and  oil-soaked 
debris.  Improper  disposal  of  spilled  oil 
and  oil-soaked  debris  can  cause  greater 
environmental  problems  than  the 
original  incident  and  must  be  considered 
in  a  comprehensive  contingency  plan. 

One  respondent  requested  that  the 
Director  establish  special  regulatory 
requirements  to  address  varying 
regional  conditions  to  ensure  protection 
of  the  marine  environment.  We  have 
rejected  this  suggestion.  The  evaluation 
of  specific  regional  considerations  falls 
within  the  scope  of  the  Environmental 
Report  and,  we  feel,  is  best  administered 
through  the  proposed  procedure  which 
grants  the  Director  the  authority  to  issue 
special  orders  governing  activities  under 
specific  regional  conditions. 

The  same  respondent  recommended 
that  the  regulations  require  the  use  of 
the  best  available  and  safest 
technologies  during  prelease  drilling 
activities.  We  have  adopted  the 
suggestion  to  insure  maximum 
protection  of  the  environment  during 
drilling  activities. 

Several  commenters  requested  that 
the  nonproprietary  portions  of  the 
Drilling  Plan  and  Environmental  Report 
be  made  available  to  interested  Federal 
Agencies  and  to  affected  States  or 
affected  local  jurisdictions.  Subsection 
251.&-2(c)  states  that  the  Director  will 
make  copies  of  the  Environmental 
Report  available  to  the  public,  in 
accordance  with  established 
Departmental  practices  and  procedures. 
This  section  has  been  expanded  to 
allow  the  Director  to  transmit  copies  of 
the  Drilling  Plan  (except  for  those 
portions  which  the  Director  determines 
are  exempt  from  disclosure)  and  the 
accompanying  Environmental  Report  to 
the  Governors  of  affected  States. 

We  have  adopted  the  suggestion  to 
allow  cross-referencing  of  recent 
applicable  Environmental  Impact 
Statements  in  the  Environmental  Report 
in  order  to  avoid  redundancy. 

Several  commenters  questioned  the 
need  for  the  Director  to  require 
permittees  to  file  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Act  consistency 
certification  with  their  Drilling  Plan.  The 
Coastal  Zone  Management  Act  provides 


that  when  OCS  permit  activites  impact 
on  the  land  use  or  water  use  of  a  State 
with  an  approved  coastal  zone 
management  program,  the  applicant  for 
a  permit  must  obtain  the  State’s 
concurrence  in  a  consistency 
certification  prior  to  permit  approval  of 
the  Director. 

Some  respondents  expressed  concern 
that  costly  delays  might  result  from  the 
requirement  that  modifications  to  the 
Drilling  Plan  must  receive  the  Director’s, 
rather  than  the  Supervisor’s  approval. 
Specifying  the  Director  as  the  approving 
authority  is  not  intended  to  change  the 
present  practices  and  procedures  under 
which  the  Area  Oil  and  Gas  Supervisors 
and  District  Supervisors  administer  the 
provisions  of  30  CFR  Part  251.  The 
Survey  intends,  through  a  Delegation  of 
Authority,  to  delegate  line  authority  for 
this  program  to  the  appropriate  field 
supervisory  level.  We  have  adopted  this 
approach  so  that  the  pending 
administrative  reorganization  within  the 
Survey’s  Conservation  Division  can  be 
accomplished  without  the  need  to 
subsequently  modify  the  contents  of  this 
final  regulation. 

Disclosure  of  data  and  information 
submitted  under  permit  Many 
comments  were  received  with  regard  to 
the  provision  in  the  proposed  rule  which 
required  immediate  public  notice  of  ' 
“hydrocarbon  shows’’  or  “hydrocarbon 
discoveries’’  when  the  Director 
determines  that  shows  or  discoveries 
are  “significant."  After  analyzing  the 
comments,  we  agree  with  those  that 
believe  this  provision,  as  proposed,  is 
too  ambiguous.  To  coimter  this  problem, 
we  have  reworded  the  text  to  discuss 
only  “hydrocarbon  occurrences”  and 
have  provided  a  definition  of  this  term 
in  section  251.2.  We  did  not,  however, 
adopt  the  recommendation  that  the 
public  announcement  be  dropped 
altogether.  We  believe  this  type  of 
notice  will  lead  to  increased 
participation  in  the  deep  stratigraphic 
test  program  and  in  increased 
competition  at  the  time  of  a  lease  sale. 

Comments  were  received  requesting 
extension  of  the  period  for  protection  of 
proprietary  data  from  deep  stratigraphic 
tests  that  are  not  within  50  miles  of  an 
OCS  oil  or  gas  lease.  This 
recommendation  has  been  adopted.  The 
time  period  for  protecting  proprietary 
information  and  data  has  been  extended 
from  5  to  10  years  after  completion  of 
the  drilling  activities.  The  new  time 
period  coriorms  with  the  time  period 
established  in  subsection  251.14-1  for 
protecting  other  geological  information 
and  data.  The  disclosure  provisions 
have  been  revised  to  state  that,  in 
addition  to  test  data,  all  information  and 


data  obtained  from,  and  submitted  in 
support  of,  an  application  for  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test  will  also  be  available 
to  the  public. 

Several  comments  were  received 
relating  to  30  CFR  Part  252  suggesting 
that  the  regulations  implementing 
section  8(g}  of  the  Act  should  be  in  Part 
251.  This  suggestion  has  been  adopted. 
Subsection  251.14-3  has  been  expanded 
to  include  provisions  required  to 
implement  section  8(g)  of  the  Act. 

Several  comments  addressed  the  need 
for  a  provision  in  the  regulations  to 
control  the  release  of  information  and 
data  where  such  release  is  specifically 
prohibited  under  a  contractual 
commitment.  In  response  to  these 
comments,  subsection  251.14-4  has  been 
added  to  protect  privileged  and 
proprietary  information  and  data  from 
,  disclosure  if  the  release  is  specifically 
prohibited  under  a  contractual 
commitment. 

Section-by-Section  Discussion 
Section  251.1  Purpose 

No  comments  were  received  on 
§  251.1.  However,  the  wording  was 
changed  to  clarify  that  these  regulations 
encompass  geological  and  geophysical 
activities,  not  authorized  by  a  lease, 
both  for  exploration  for  mineral 
resources  and  for  scientific  research 
which  involves  the  use  of  solid  or  liquid 
explosives  or  drilling  activities. 

Section  251.2  Definitions 

The  definitions  have  been 
alphabetized  and  some  have  been 
rewritten  so  that  they  conform  to  the 
format  and  substance  of  the  definitions 
contained  in  30  CFR  250.2,  30  CFR  252.2, 
and  43  CFR  3300.0-5. 

One  respondent  recommended  the 
inclusion  of  a  definition  for  “cultural 
resource."  We  have  adopted  this 
suggestion.  The  language  used  was 
derived  from  the  cultural  resource 
stipulations  inserted  in  recent  oil  and 
gas  leases. 

We  have  modified  the  definition  for 
“notice"  because  of  our  decision  to 
require  the  filing  of  notices  only  for 
scientific  research  which  involves 
shallow  test  drilling.  Also,  we  revised 
the  definition  for  “geological  or 
geophysical  scientific  research"  to 
include  only  those  scientific  research 
activities  which  involve  the  use  of  solid 
or  liquid  explosives  or  drilling  activities. 

We  have  adopted  the  suggestion  of 
one  commenter  to  modify  the  definition 
of  “analyzed  geological  information”  to 
include  the  results  of  formation  fluid 
tests  (i.e.,  wire-line  formation  samplers 
and  drill-stem  tests). 
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We  have  added  a  definition  for  the 
term  "hydrocarbon  occiurences”  which 
is  used  throughout  the  regulations  in 
place  of  the  terms  "signibcant 
hydrocarbon  shows”  and  "possible 
hydrocarbon  discoveries.”  The 
regulations  now  require  permittees  to 
report  all  hydrocarbon  occurrences 
detected  during  drilling  operations. 
Subsection  251.14-l(c)(l)  requires  the 
Director  to  determine  if  the  reported 
occurrences  are  significant  and,  if  they 
are,  to  make  a  public  announcement. 
The  announcement  will  be  in  a  form  and 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Director.  We 
recognize  that  the  Director’s 
determination  of  the  "significance”  of 
hydrocarbon  occurrences  is  subjective. 
However,  flexibility  is  important 
because  a  hydrocarbon  occurrence  that 
may  be  judged  significant  in  one  area 
may  not  be  considered  significant  in 
another  area.  The  geographic  location  of 
the  borehole,  water  depth,  economic 
factors,  the  position  of  the  test  on  a 
geologic  structure,  and  other  factors 
must  enter  into  the  determination  of 
"significance.” 

Two  comments  were  received  on  the 
deHnition  of  “geological  exploration  for 
mineral  resources”  requesting  the 
deletion  of  the  phrase  "including,  but 
not  limited  to.”  This  recommendation 
has  not  been  adopted.  The  phrase  in 
question  emphasizes  that  the  activities 
listed  are  examples  rather  than  an  all 
inclusive  listing  of  the  activities. 

Several  commenters  objected  to  the 
use  of  the  term  “sonic”  in  the  definition 
of  "analyzed  geological  information” 
because  it  is  also  a  registered  trademark 
name.  We  have,  therefore,  substituted 
the  term  “acoustic”  for  “sonic”  in  the 
definition  and  throughout  the  text  of  the 
regulations. 

Numerous  comments  were  received 
on  the  Department’s  decision  to  expand 
the  definition  of  “deep  stratigraphic 
test”  to  include  the  option  of  allowing 
onstructure  drilling  of  tests  as  well  as 
ofistructure  drilling  of  tests.  'This  issue 
was  discussed  previously  in  the 
"Discussion  of  Major  Comments” 
section. 

Section  251.3  Adminstrative  Authority 
and  Applicability 

Section  251.2,  "Applicability”  in  the 
proposed  rule,  has  been  moved  to 
§  251.3  and  retitled.  The  regulations  in 
this  final  rule  are  applicable  to  any 
permit  issued  after  or  unexpired  as  of 
the  effective  date  of  this  rule.  Notices 
filed  after  the  effective  date  of  this  final 
rule  shall  also  be  subject  to  the 
regulations  in  this  Part. 

One  commenter  suggested  that  this 
section  should  specifically  authorize  the 
Director  to  prescribe  stipulations  on 


onstructure  drilling  permits.  The 
commenter  expressed  the  belief  that 
stipulations  are  better  suited  to  specific 
situations  than  an  OCS  Order.  We  have 
not  adopted  this  suggestion.  It  should  be 
noted,  however,  that  the  Director  may 
incorporate  any  conditions  (stipulations) 
into  a  permit  that  the  Director 
determines  to  be  necessary  to  protect 
the  environment  or  to  meet  special  local 
conditions. 

We  have  decided  to  eliminate  the 
requirement  for  the  filing  of  notices  for 
scientific  research  activities  on  the  OCS 
which  do  not  involve  shallow  test 
drilling.  'The  original  provision  was 
included  so  that  the  Survey  could  keep 
track  of  all  scientific  research  activities 
on  the  OCS,  but  we  now  feel  that  this 
approach  is  impractical.  However,  we 
will  continue  to  require  permits  for 
scientific  research  which  involves  the 
,use  of  solid  or  liquid  explosives  or  deep 
stratigraphic  test  drilling.  Moreover,  we 
have  not  adopted  the  suggestion  that  a 
provision  be  included  under  this 
subsection  that  permits  archeologists  to 
examine  the  results  obtained  fi'om 
geological  or  geophysical  exploration  for 
mineral  resources.  We  feel  that 
subsection  251.6-2(e),  which  relates  to 
cultural  resources,  adequately  covers 
the  review  by  the  Department  of  cultural 
resources  detected  under  permit 
activities. 

One  commenter  suggested  expanding 
the  language  of  S  251.5-5(a)(6)  to  set 
specific  requirements  for  identifying  and 
reporting  adverse  effects  on  cultural 
resources.  This  recommendation  was 
not  adopted  because  these  procedures 
are  discussed  under  §  251.6-2(e).  Also, 
one  commenter  suggested  deleting  the 
reference  to  cultural  resources  in  this 
section.  This  recommendation  was  not 
adopted.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  to  insure,  to 
the  extent  practicable,  that  cultural 
resources  are  not  disturbed  by  activities 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department 
on  the  OCS. 

Section  251.4  of  the  proposed  rule, 
“Functions  of  Director,”  has  been 
incorporated  into  §  251.3  of  the  final 
rule.  One  respondent  recommended  that 
the  authority  for  issuing  permits  be 
retained  by  the  Supervisor.  As  we 
indicated  before,  the  modification  in  the 
text  of  these  regulations  is  not  intended 
to  significantly  change  the  present 
practices  and  procedures  under  which 
the  field  supervisors  administer  the 
provisions  of  Part  251. 

Also,  we  have  not  adopted  the 
suggestion  of  one  commenter  to  add  the 
words  "the  environment”  after  "or 
waste  of’  in  this  section.  This  sentence 
states  that  the  Director  may  issue  orders 
to  prevent  the  waste  of  natural 


resources.  We  believe  the  language  of 
the  regulation  is  clear,  as  written,  and  it 
is  not  clear  to  us  what  “waste  of  the 
environment”  means. 

One  commenter  recommended  the 
addition  of  cultural  resomces  to  the 
language  of  this  section  as  one  of  the 
things  protected  under  the  Orders  issued 
by  the  Director.  We  have  not  adopted 
this  suggestion.  The  provisions 
necessary  to  prevent  damage  to  cultural 
resources  are  adequately  covered  under 
§  251.6-2(e). 

Several  respondents  suggested 
modifying  §  251.3-5(b]  by  deleting  the 
requirement  for  reporting  "possible 
hydrocarbon  discoveries.”  This 
recommendation,  as  we  mentioned 
earlier,  has  been  modified  to  require  the 
reporting  of  all  hydrocarbon  occurrences 
to  the  Director. 

Subsection  251.3-^(b)  has  been 
expanded  to  require  the  reporting  of 
environmental  hazards  to  the  Director. 
This  is  intended  to  encompass  hazards 
encoimtered  diiring  exploration 
activities  which  constitute  an  imminent 
threat  to  human  activity  on  the  OCS. 

Section  251.4  Geological  and 
Geophysical  Activities  Requiring 
Notices  or  Permits 

Section  251.5  of  the  proposed  rule, 
“Requirement  of  notices  and  permits,” 
has  been  retitled  "Geological  and 
geophysical  activities  requiring  notices 
or  permits”  and  moved  to  §  251.4  of  the 
final  rule.  'This  section  has  been 
rewritten  to  modify  the  requirement  for 
the  submission  of  notices  for  certain 
types  of  scientific  research.  The  primary 
purpose  of  these  regulations  is  to  insure 
that  geological  and  geophysical 
exploration  for  mineral  resources  on  the 
OCS  is  conducted  in  a  timely  and 
environmentally  sound  fashion.  We 
recognize,  however,  our  responsibility  to 
insure  that  particular  activities 
conducted  for  scientific  reasons  are  also 
conducted  in  an  environmentally  sound 
fashion.  Accordingly,  scientific  research 
which  involves  the  use  of  solid  or  liquid 
explosives  or  test  drilling  will  be  subject 
to  the  requirements  of  the  provisions  of 
§  251.4. 

Several  commenters  objected  to  the 
issuance  of  permits  being  at  the 
“discretion”  of  the  Director.  We  believe 
those  commenting  misunderstood  the 
meaning  of  this  language.  Before 
approving  a  permit  application,  the 
Director  must  determine  that  it  is  in 
conformance  with  the  applicable  laws, 
regulations,  and  OCS  Orders  prior  to 
issuance.  We  have,  however,  eliminated 
the  language  because  the  section  makes 
it  clear  that  activities  must  be  approved 
by  the  Director  before  they  can 
commence. 
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We  have  not  adopted  the  suggestion 
to  require  cultural  resource  surveys 
before  issuance  of  permits  for  scientific 
research.  Departmental  policy 
specifically  states  that  it  is  an  objective 
of  the  OCS  program  not  to  disturb 
cultural  resources.  We  feel  that  §  251.6- 
2(e]  adequately  addresses  the  protection 
of  cultural  resources.  This  subsection 
provides  that  cultural  resource  studies 
will  be  conducted,  if  required  by  the 
Director,  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
a  deep  stratigraphic  test  regardless  of 
whether  the  test  is  drilled  under  a 
permit  for  the  exploration  for  mineral 
resources  or  a  permit  for  scientific 
research. 

Finally,  the  last  sentence  of  §  251.4-1 
has  been  rewritten  in  response  to  the 
suggestion  that  any  statement  of 
rejection  shall  (as  opposed  to  may) 
advise  the  applicant  of  changes 
necessary  to  make  the  application 
acceptable. 

Section  251.5  Applying  for  Notices  or 
Permits 

Section  251.6,  "Forms  for  notices  and 
permit  applications,”  in  the  proposed 
rule  has  been  moved  §  251.5,  and 
retitled  “Applying  for  notices  or 
permits”  in  the  final  rule.  We  have 
adopted  the  recommendation  of  several 
respondents  that  more  flexibility  be 
built  into  the  requirement  that 
permittees  indicate  the  commencement 
and  completion  dates  for  exploration 
activities  in  the  drilling  plan.  We  have 
included  wording  to  indicate  that 
proposed  dates  of  commencement  and 
completion  are  to  be  submitted  with  the 
application  for  a  permit.  We  have  not 
adopted  the  suggestion  that  permittees 
be  exempt  from  complying  with  any 
statutes,  regulations,  or  orders  enacted, 
promulgated,  issued,  or  amended  after  a 
permit  is  issued.  This  would  be  contrary 
to  the  requirements  of  section  5(a)(1)  of 
the  Act.  For  OCS  exploratory  activities 
to  be  conducted  in  the  safest  manner 
practicable,  compliance  with  all 
applicable  statutes,  regulations,  and 
orders  is  necessary,  including  those 
issues  during  the  course  of  operations. 

A  new  §  251.5-5,  has  been  added  to 
include  a  provision  required  by  Section 
402  of  the  Act  which  relates  to  the 
Fishermen’s  Contingency  Fund.  As 
required  by  the  Act,  this  provision  will 
apply  only  to  permits  issued  for 
geological  and  geophysical  activities 
related  to  oil  and  gas  exploration. 

Section  251.6  Test  Drilling  Activities 

Section  251.9  in  the  proposed  rule, 
“Test  drilling  under  notices  and 
permits,"  has  been  moved  to  §  251.6  and 
retitled  ‘Test  drilling  activities.”  The 
recommendation  that  the  requirement 


that  permittees  gather  and  submit  high- 
resolution  geophysical  data  be  deleted 
has  been  rejected.  This  information  is 
necessary  for  the  Director  to  insure  the 
safety  of  drilling  operations  and  the 
protection  of  the  environment. 
Accordingly,  this  final  rule  allows  the 
Director  to  require  submission  of 
geophysical  information  and  data 
sufficient  to  determine  shallow 
structural  detail  prior  to  approval  of 
drilling  activities. 

Several  new  subsections  were  added 
to  incorporate  the  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Act  requirements.  When  a 
State  with  an  approved  coastal  zone 
management  program  has  included  in  its 
program  or  in  writing  an  indication  that 
a  proposed  activity  subject  to  a  Federal 
permit  is  likely  to  affect  the  land  uses 
and  water  uses  of  the  State’s  coastal 
zone,  the  Director  will  transmit  copies  of 
the  permit  application  and  the 
appropriate  consistency  certification  to 
the  State  and  shall  make  copies 
available  to  appropriate  Federal 
Agencies  and  the  public.  The  State  must 
concur  or  be  conclusively  presumed  to 
concur  in  the  applicant’s  consistency 
certification,  or  the  Secretary  of 
Commerce  must  make  the  finding 
authorized  by  section  307(c)(3)(B)(iii)  of 
the  Coastal  Zone  Management  Act, 
before  the  Director  may  issue  the  permit. 

Several  commenters  requested 
deletion  of  §  251.6-2(e),  which  pertains 
to  cultural  resources,  because  the 
required  surveys  are  an  economic 
burden.  These  recommendations  have 
not  been  adopted.  It  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to 
insure  that  there  is  a  minimum 
disturbance  to  cultural  resources  by 
OCS  activities  approved  by  the 
Department. 

One  commenter  suggested  deleting  the 
requirement  in  §  251.6-2(g)  that  deep 
stratigraphic  tests  be  permanently 
plugged  and  abandoned  after  the 
completion  of  the  test.  We  have  not 
adopted  this  recommendation.  To  assure 
maximum  protection  of  the  marine 
environment,  these  boreholes  will 
continue  to  be  considered  expendable. 

One  commenter  requested  that  §  251’.6 
be  amended  to  provide  for  review  and 
concurrence  by  the  State  agency  before 
permits  are  issued  for  onstructure 
shallow  or  deep  tests  in  areas  within  3 
miles  of  the  seaward  boundary  of  the 
State.  We  have  not  adopted  this 
recommendation.  However,  the  Survey 
will  forward  a  copy  of  the  applicant’s 
Drilling  Plan  and  Environmental  Report 
to  the  State,  for  review,  prior  to 
approving  drilling  operations.  If  the 
State  has  an  approved  coastal  zone 
management  program,  the  applicant  may- 
also  have  to  receive  the  State’s 


concurrence  in  a  consistency  * 
certification  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  operations. 

Several  comments  were  received 
concerning  the  regulations  dealing  with 
group  participation.  Most  of  these 
commenters  felt  the  penalties  for  late 
participation  in  a  deep  stratigraphic  test 
should  be  increased.  We  agree  in  part 
with  these  suggestions.  We  have 
decided  not  to  change  the  maximum 
penalty  (i.e.,  100  percent  of  the  cost  to  ' 
each  original  participant  in  addition  to 
the  original  share  cost)  for  late  entry 
into  a  deep  stratigraphic  test.  We  feel 
that  this  amount  is  sufficient  to 
encourage  the  early  participation  of 
most  interested  parties,  but  is  not  overly 
burdensome  to  others,  such  as  smaller 
companies,  which  may  take  longer  to 
acquire  sufficient  funds  in  order  to  enter 
the  group.  We  have,  however,  raised  the 
maximum  penalty  for  late  participants 
who  wait  until  after  the  Director 
announces  a  hydrocarbon  occurrence  to 
enter  the  group  to  300  percent  of  the  cost 
to  each  original  participant  in  addition 
to  the  original  share  cost.  We  feel  that 
this  provision  will  protect  those 
involved  in  the  initial  drilling 
consortium  from  companies  that  want  to 
buy  into  the  consortium  only  after 
hydrocarbon  occurrences  are  detected 
in  a  test  and  will  encourage  early 
participation  in  such  a  consortium. 

The  comment  was  also  made  that  the 
penalties  should  be  assessed  by  the 
participants  and  shared  by  all  parties 
who  participated  as  of  the  time  the 
hydrocarbon  occurrence  is  announced. 
We  believe  that  the  amount  and 
distribution  of  monetary  penalties 
should  be  spelled  out  in  the  initial 
agreement  between  the  participants  as  a 
further  stimulus  for  early  participation. 
For  clarity,  we  have  adopted  the 
suggestion  to  reword  subsection  251.6- 
3(d)  to  read  “if  the  applicant  proposes 
changes”  to  indicate  that  the  applicant 
and  not  the  Director  proposes  the 
changes. 

One  commenter  suggested  adding  the 
following  language  to  the  last  sentence 
of  the  above  cited  section:  “.  .  .  unless  a 
significant  show  has  been  encountered 
in  which  case  they  shall  be  considered 
late  participants.”  This  commenter  felt 
this  change  would  protect  the  rights  of 
the  original  participants.  We  have 
reworded  this  subsection  to  make  it 
clear  that  if  an  applicant  changes  the 
original  permit  application  and  the 
Director  determines  that  the  change  is 
significant,  the  applicant  must 
readvertise  the  activity  in  order  to  allow 
others  to  participate.  Participants 
entering  under  this  readvertisement 
must  be  considered  original  participants. 
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We  have  modified  §  251.6-4  to  require 
a  corporate  surety  bond  of  $50,000 
instead  of  $100,000.  This  was  done  in 
order  to  parallel  the  bonding 
requirements  that  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  imposes  on  lessees  under 
43  CFR  3318. 

Several  respondents  requested  that 
provision  be  made  in  §  251.6-5  for 
flexibility  in  the  requirement  that 
drilling  of  deep  stratigraphic  tests  be 
completed  at  least  3  months  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  the  month  in  which  the 
Proposed  Notice  of  Sale  is  listed  on  the 
currently  approved  OCS  Leasing 
Schedule.  In  order  to  allow  for 
unexpected  delays  after  the 
commencement  of  drilling  operations, 
we  have  added  the  following: 

"However,  the  Director  may  extend  the 
expiration  date  of  a  permit  if  it  is 
determined  that  such  an  extension  is  in 
the  national  interest." 

Section  251.7  Inspection  and  Reporting 
of  Progress  and  Results  of  Activities 
Conducted  Under  Permits 

Section  251.10,  "Observation  of 
exploration  conducted  under  permits" 
has  been  retitled  and  moved  to  §  251,7-1 
in  the  final  rule.  Two  commenters  asked 
for  clarification  of  the  terms  "advisor" 
and  "Federal  representative."  For 
clarity,  we  have  combined  the  two  terms 
into  "Federal  representative."  The 
Federal  representative,  who  is 
appointed  or  approved  by  the  Director 
or  a  subordinate  authorized  to  act  on  the 
Director’s  behalf,  will  observe  or  inspect 
operations  conducted  pursuant  to  a 
permit.  The  contents  of  §  251.8,  “Report 
of  operations  conducted  under  notices 
and  permits,”  have  been  moved  to 
§  251.7.  As  we  pointed  out  earlier, 
permittees  will  not  be  required  to  report 
"possible  hydrocarbon  discoveries.” 
However,  any  “hydrocarbon 
occurrences"  must  be  reported  to  the 
Director  who  will  then  determine  their 
significance. 

Section  251.8  Suspension  and 
Cancellation  of  Authority  to  Conduct 
Activities  Under  Permit 

Section  251.15,  “Termination, 
suspension,  and  revocation  of  authority 
to  operate  under  notices  and  permits,” 
has  been  modibed  and  incorporated  into 
§  251.8. 

This  section  has  been  rewritten  to 
deHne  cancellation  as  a  permanent 
revocation  of  a  permit.  Cancellation 
notices  will  be  issued  30  days  prior  to 
becoming  effective.  A  suspension  is  of  a 
temporary  nature  and  shall  require  all 
operations  conducted  under  a  permit  to 
cease  immediately.  In  order  to  permit 
immediate  implementation  of  an  order, 
language  has  been  added  to  allow  the 


Director  to  suspend  permits  either  orally 
or  in  writing.  Oral  suspensions  will  be 
followed  by  written  confirmation. 

Several  comments  were  received 
objecting  to  the  right  of  the  Director  to 
terminate  permits  without  cause.  In  the 
revision  of  this  section,  the  Director  is 
required  to  state  the  reason  for  the 
cancellation  of  a  permit. 

Section  251.9  Penalties. 

Section  251.16,  “Penalties,”  has  been 
moved  to  §  251.9.  No  comments  were 
received  on  this  section  and  only  minor 
editorial  changes  were  made. 

Section  251.10  Appeals 

Section  2^1.17,  “Appeals,”  has  been 
moved  to  §*251.10.  No  comments  were 
received  on  this  section  and  only  minor 
editorial  changes  were  made. 

Section  251.11  Inspection,  Selection, 
and  Submission  of  Geological 
Information  and  Data 

Section  251.12,  "Inspection,  selection, 
and  submission  of  data  and 
information,"  has  been  subdivided  into 
§  251.11,  “Inspection,  selection,  and 
submission  of  geological  information 
and  data,"  and  §  251.12,  “Inspection, 
selection,  and  submission  of  geophysical 
information  and  data.”  In  implementing 
the  requirements  of  section  26  of  the 
Act,  and  in  conformance  with  the 
procedures  contained  in  30  CFR  Part 
252,  §§  251.11  and  251.12  have  been 
expanded  to  include  the  inspection, 
selection  and  submission  of 
interpretations  as  part  of  the 
information  and  data  requirements. 

We  do  not  agree  with  comments  that 
state  that  §  251.11(b](7),  which  allows 
the  Director  to  specify  other  geological 
data  and  analyzed  or  interpreted 
geological  information,  is  too  broad  and 
“open-ended.”  Section  26(a)(1)(A)  of  the 
Act  requires  a  permittee  conducting 
exploration  pursuant  to  the  Act  to  “.  .  . 
provide  the  Secretary  access  to  all  data 
and  information  (including  processed, 
analyzed,  and  interpreted  information) 
obtained  from  such  activity  and  shall 
provide  copies  of  such  data  and 
information  as  the  Secretary  may 
request.”  We  believe  the  latitude 
afforded  to  the  Secretary  by  the  Act  is 
properly  reflected  in  the  language  of  the 
regulations. 

Section  251.12  Inspection,  Selection, 
and  Submission  of  Geophysical 
Information  and  Data 

Several  commenters  questioned 
whether  permittees  will  be  required  to 
submit  original  information  and  data  to 
the  Director  for  inspection,  rather  than 
copies.  Section  26(a)(1)(A)  of  the  Act 
requires  lessees  or  permittees  to  provide 


copies  of  information  and  data  as  the 
Secretary  may  request.  We  have  not 
adopted  the  suggestion  of  one 
commenter  that  permittees  be 
reimbursed  for  shipping  costs  incurred 
in  submitting  information  and  data  to 
the  Director  for  inspection.  Section  26  of 
the  Act  requires  the  Secretary  to 
reimburse  the  permittee  for  reproducing 
and  processing  information  and  data. 
Shipping  costs  do  not  fall  into  that 
category. 

Several  commenters  recommended 
deleting  §  251.12(b)  which  allows  the 
Director  to  contract  with  parties  outside 
the  agency  in  order  to  reproduce  data. 
We  have  not  adopted  this 
recommendation.  The  situation  may 
arise  where  it  would  be  more 
convenient  or  more  economical  for  the 
Director  to  arrange  for  an  independent 
contractor  to  reproduce  the  information 
or  data.  Several  comments  were 
received  requesting  that  any  third  party 
reproducing  information  or  data  agree  to 
protect  the  conBdentiality  of  these 
materials.  Subsection  251.14-2  has  been 
rewritten  to  require  an  independent 
contractor,  retained  by  the  Director  to 
reproduce  information  or  data,  to  sign  a 
written  commitment  not  to  use  the 
information  or  data  in  a  manner  other 
than  is  called  for  in  the  contract,  and  not 
to  disclose  the  information  or  data  to 
any  third  party  without  the  written 
consent  of  the  Director. 

We  have  added  “digital  navigational 
data"  as  one  of  the  items  to  be  included 
with  geophysical  survey  data  in 
§  251.12(d)(1).  These  data  are  required 
by  the  Survey  for  use  in  constructing 
digital  maps  of  geophysical  surveys. 

Several  commenters  recommended 
that  language  be  added  to  §  251.12(d)(3) 
to  indicate  that  the  method  of  processing 
must  be  of  a  nature  commonly  available 
from  geophysical  contractors.  We  have 
not  adopted  this  suggestion.  We  feel  the 
Director  needs  access  to  the  same 
processed  and  reprocessed  information 
as  is  available  to  permittees. 

Section  251.13  Reimbursement  to 
Permittees 

One  commenter  asked  how  the 
Department  would  establish  a 
reimbursement  rate  for  processing  and 
reprocessing  costs  if  no  late  participants 
had  purchased  data  establishing  such  a 
rate.  We  feel  that  §  251.13(b),  as  stated, 
indicates  that  it  is  up  to  the  permittee  to 
justify  the  rate  which  the  Director  or  any 
late  participant  will  pay  for  processing 
or  reprocessing  of  the  data. 

One  comment  was  received  objecting 
to  the  specific  reference  to  fraudulent 
and  collusive  activity.  Although 
fraudulent  and  collusive  activity  will 
continue  to  be  prohibited,  we  have 
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dropped  the  specific  reference  and  have 
adopted  language  which  reflects  similar 
provisions  in  30  CFR  252.3. 

251.14  Disclosure  of  Information  and 
Data  Submitted  Under  Permits 

The  comments  received  regarding  this 
section  have  been  previously  considered 
under  "Discussion  of  Major  Comments.” 

Authors:  Thomas  McCloskey,  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary — Energy  and  Minerals, 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  (202/343- 
4457),  Gordon  D.  Burton,  Daniel  S. 
Palubniak,  and  Leaman  D.  Harris, 
Geological  Survey,  U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior  (703/860-7564). 

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  AND 
REGULATORY  ANALYSIS:  The  Department 
of  the  Interior  has  determined  that  the 
revision  of  the  regulations  in  30  CFR 
Part  251,  In  accordance  with  this  notice, 
is  not  a  major  Federal  action 
significantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the 
human  environment  and  will  not  require 
preparation  of  an  Environmental  Impact 
Statement.  The  Department  has  also 
determined  that  this  document  is  not  a 
significant  rule  and  does  not  require 
preparation  of  a  regulatory  analysis 
under  Executive  Order  12044  and  43 
CFR  Part  14. 

Dated:  January  22, 1980. 

Charles  L.  Eddy, 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Part  251  of  Title  30  of  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows; 

PART  251— GEOLOGICAL  AND 
GEOPHYSICAL  (G  &  G) 

EXPLORATIONS  OF  THE  OUTER 
CONTINENTAL  SHELF. 

Sec. 

251.1  Purpose. 

251.2  Definitions. 

251.3  Administrative  authority  and 
applicability. 

251.3- 1  Administrative  authority. 

251.3- 2  Functions  of  Director. 

251.3- 3  Geological  and  geophysical 
activities  under  a  lease. 

251.3- 4  Geological  and  geophysical 
activities  not  under  a  lease. 

251.3- 5  General  requirements  of  notices  and 
permits. 

251.4  Geological  and  geophysical  activities 
requiring  notices  or  permits. 

251.4- 1  Geological  and  geophysical 
exploration  for  mineral  resources. 

251.4- 2  Geological  or  geophysical  scientific 
research. 

251.5  Applying  for  notices  or  permits. 

251.5- 1  Permit  forms. 

251.5- 2  Notices. 

251.5- 3  Filing  locations  for  permits  to 
conduct  exploration  for  mineral 
resources. 

251.5- 4  Filing  locationa  for  notices  or 
permits  to  conduct  scientific  research. 

251.5- 5  Fishermen’s  Contingency  Fund. 
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Sec. 

251.6  Test  drilling  activities. 

251.6- 1  Permit  or  notice  requirements  for 
shallow  test  drilling. 

251.6- 2  Permit  requirements  for  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test. 

251.6- 3  Group  participation  in  test  drilling 
activities. 

251.6- 4  Bonds. 

251.6- 5  Duration  of  exploration  activities. 

251.7  Inspection  and  reporting  of  progress 
and  results  of  activities  conducted  under 
permits. 

251.7- 1  Inspection  and  observation  of 
exploration  activities. 

251.7- 2  Progress  report  on  activities 
conducted  under  a  permit. 

251.7- 3  Final  report  on  activities  conducted 

under  a  permit.  * 

251.8  Suspension  and  cancellation  of 
authority  to  conduct  activities  under 
permit. 

251.9  Penalties. 

251.10  Appeals. 

251.11  Inspection,  selection,  and  submission 
of  geological  information  and  data. 

251.12  Inspection,  selection,  and  submission 
of  geophysical  information  and  data. 

251.13  Reimbursement  to  permittees. 

251.14  Disclosure  of  information  and  data 
submitted  under  permits. 

251.14- 1  Disclosure  of  information  and  data 
to  the  public. 

251.14- 2  Disclosure  to  independent 
contractors. 

251.14- 3  Sharing  of  information  with 
affected  States. 

251.14- 4  Disclosure  of  information  and  data 
relating  to  specific  contractual 
commitments. 

Authority:  Outer  Continental  Shelf  Lands 
Act,  43  U.S.C.  1331  et  seq.,  as  amended,  92 
Stat.  629:  National  Environmental  Policy  Act 
of  1969,  42  U.S.C.  4321  et  seq.  (1970);  Coastal 
Zone  Management  Act  of  1972,  as  amended, 
16  U.S.C.  1451  et  seq. 

§  251.1  Purpose. 

The  Act  authorizes  the  Secretary  to 
prescribe  rules  and  regulations 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Act.  The  primary  purpose  of  the 
regulations  in  this  Pail  is  to  prescribe 
policies,  procedures,  and  requirements 
for  conducting  geological  and 
geophysical  activities  not  authorized 
under  a  lease  on  the  Outer  Continental 
Shelf  (OCS).  These  activities  may  take 
place  on  unleased  lands  or  on  lands 
under  lease  to  a  third  party.  These 
activities  are  limited  to  geological  and 
geophysical  exploration  for  mineral 
resources  and  geological  or  geophysical 
scientific  research  which  involves  the 
use  of  solid  or  liquid  explosives  or 
drilling  activities.  The  requirements  of 
the  regulations  in  this  Part  implement 
the  provisions  of  sections  5,  8(g),  11  (a) 
and  (g),  19,  24,  and  26  of  the  Act.  Federal 
Agencies  are  exempt  from  the 
regulations  in  this  Part. 
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§  251.2  Definitions. 

When  used  in  this  Part,  the  following 
terms  shall  have  the  meaning  given 
below: 

(a)  "Act"  means  the  Outer  Continental 
Shelf  Lands  Act,  as  amended  (43  U.S.C. 
1331  et  seq.]. 

(b)  "Affected  local  government" 
means  the  principal  governing  body  of  a 
locality  which  is  in  an  affected  State 
and  is  identified  by  the  Governor  of  that 
State  as  a  locality  which  will  be 
significantly  affected  by  oil  and  gas 
activities  on  the  OCS. 

(c)  "Affected  State"  means,  with 
respect  to  any  program,  plan,  lease  sale, 
or  other  activity  proposed,  conducted,  or 
approved  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  any  State: 

(1)  The  laws  of  which  are  declared, 
pursuant  to  section  4(a)(2)(A)  of  the  Act, 
to  be  the  law  of  the  United  States  for  the 
portion  of  the  OCS  on  which  such 
activity  is.  or  is  proposed  to  be, 
conducted; 

(2)  Which  is,  or  is  proposed  to  be, 
directly  connected  by  transportation 
facilities  to  any  artificial  island  or 
installation  or  other  device  permanently 
or  temporarily  attached  to  the  seabed; 

(3)  Which  is  receiving,  or  in 
accordance  with  the  proposed  activity, 
will  receive  oil  for  processing,  refining, 
or  transshipment  which  was  extracted 
from  the  OCS  and  transported  directly 
to  the  State  by  means  of  vessels  or  by  a 
combination  of  means  including  vessels; 

(4)  Which  is  designated  by  the 
Secretary  as  a  State  in  which  there  is  a 
substantial  probability  of  significant 
impact  on  or  damage  to  the  coastal, 
marine,  or  human  environment  or  a 
State  in  which  there  will  be  significant 
changes  in  the  social,  governmental,  or 
economic  infrastructure  resulting  from 
the  exploration,  development,  and 
production  of  oil  and  gas  anywhere  in 
the  OCS;  or 

(5)  In  which  the  Secretary  finds  that 
because  of  such  activity  there  is,  or  will 
be,  a  significant  risk  of  serious  damage, 
due  to  factors  such  as  prevailing  winds 
and  currents,  to  the  marine  or  coastal 
environment  in  the  event  of  any  oil  spill, 
blowout,  or  release  of  oil  or  gas  from 
vessels,  pipelines,  or  other 
transshipment  facilities. 

(d)  "Analyzed  geological  information" 
means  data  collected  under  a  permit  or 
a  lease  which  have  been  analyzed. 
Analysis  may  include,  but  is  not  limited 
to,  identification  of  lithologic  and  fossil 
content,  core  analyses,  laboratory 
analyses  of  physical  and  chemical 
properties,  well  logs  or  charts,  results 
and  data  obtained  from  formation  fluid 
tests,  and  descriptions  of  hydrocarbon 
occurrences  or  hazardous  conditions. 
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(e)  “Coastal  environment”  means  the 
physical,  atmospheric,  and  biological 
components,  conditions,  and  factors 
which  interactively  determine  the 
productivity,  state,  condition,  and 
quality  of  the  terrestrial  ecosystem  from 
the  shoreline  inward  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  coastal  zone. 

(f)  “Coastal  zone"  means  the  coastal 
waters  (including  the  lands  therein  and 
thereunder)  and  the  adjacent  shorelands 
(including  the  waters  therein  and 
thereunder),  strongly  influenced  by  each 
other  and  in  proximity  to  the  shorelines 
of  the  several  coastal  States.  The 
coastal  zone  includes  islands,  transition 
and  intertidal  areas,  salt  marshes, 
wetlands,  and  beaches.  The  coastal 
zone  extends  seaward  to  the  outer  limit 
of  the  United  States  territorial  sea  and 
extends  inland  from  the  shoreline  to  the 
extent  necessary  to  control  shorelands, 
the  uses  of  which  have  a  direct  and 
significant  impact  on  the  coastal  waters, 
and  the  inward  boundaries  of  which 
may  be  identified  by  the  several  coastal 
States,  pursuant  to  the  authority  of 
section  305(b)(1)  of  the  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Act. 

(g)  “Coastal  Zone  Management  Act” 
means  the  Coastal  Zone  Management 
Act  of  1972,  as'amended  (16  U.S.C.  1451 
et  seq.). 

(h)  “Cultural  resource"  means  a  site, 
structure,  or  object  of  historical  or 
archeological  significance. 

(i)  “Data”  means  facts  and  statistics 
or  samples  which  have  not  been 
analyzed  or  processed. 

(j)  “Deep  stratigraphic  test"  means 
drilling  which  involves  the  penetration 
into  the  sea  bottom  of  more  than  50  feet 
(15.2  meters)  of  consolidated  rock  or  a 
total  of  more  than  300  feet  (91.4  meters). 

(k)  “Director"  means  the  Director  of 
the  Geological  Survey.  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Interior  or  a  subordinate 
authorized  to  act  on  the  Director's 
behalf. 

(l)  “Exploration"  means  the  process  of 
searching  for  minerals.  Exploration 
activities  include  but  are  not  limited  to: 
(1)  Geophysical  surveys  where 
magnetic,  gravity,  seismic,  or  other 
systems  are  used  to  detect  or  imply  the 
presence  of  minerals,  and  (2)  Any 
drilling,  whether  on  or  off  a  geological 
structure. 

(m)  “Gas"  means  any  fluid,  either 
combustible  or  noncombustible,  which 
is  extracted  from  a  reservoir  and  which 
has  neither  independent  shape  nor 
volume,  but  tends  to  expand 
indefinitely;  a  substance  that  exists  in  a 
gaseous  or  rarefied  state  under  standard 
temperature  and  pressure  conditions. 

(n)  “Geological  exploration  for 
mineral  resources"  means  any  operation 
conducted  on  the  OCS  which  utilizes 


geological  and  geochemical  techniques, 
including,  but  not  limited  to,  core  and 
test  drilling,  well  logging  techniques,  and 
various  bottom  sampling  methods  to 
produce  information  and  data  on 
mineral  resources,  including  information 
and  data  in  support  of  possible 
exploration  and  development  activity. 
The  term  does  not  include  scientihc 
research. 

(o)  “Geophysical  exploration  for 
mineral  resoiurces"  means  any  operation 
conducted  on  the  OCS  which  utilizes 
geophysical  techniques,  including,  but 
not  limited  to  gravity,  magnetic,  and 
various  seismic  methods,  to  produce 
information  and  data  in  support  of 
possible  exploration  and  development 
activity.  The  term  does  not  include 
scientific  research. 

(p)  “Geological  or  geophysical 
scientific  research”  means  any 
investigation  conducted  on  the  OCS 
using  solid  or  liquid  explosives,  or 
drilling  activities  for  scientific  research 
purposes  involving  the  gathering  and 
analysis  of  geological  or  geophysical 
information  and  data  which  are  made 
available  to  the  public  for  inspection 
and  reproduction  at  the  earliest 
practicable  time. 

(q)  “Governor"  means  the  Governor  of 
a  State,  or  the  person  or  entity 
designated  by,  or  pusuant  to.  State  law 
to  exercise  the  powers  granted  to  a 
Governor  pursuant  to  the  Act. 

(r)  "Human  environment”  means  the 
physical,  social,  and  economic 
components,  conditions,  and  factors 
which  interactively  determine  the  state, 
condition,  and  quality  of  living 
conditions,  employment,  and  health  of 
those  affected,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
activities  occurring  on  the  OCS. 

(s)  “Hydrocarbon  occurrences”  means 
the  direct  or  indirect  detection  during 
drilling  operations  of  any  liquid  or 
gaseous  hydrocarbons  by  examination 
of  well  cuttings,  cores,  gas  detector 
readings,  formation  fluid  tests,  wireline 
logs,  or  by  any  other  means.  The  term 
does  not  include  background  gas.  minor 
accumulations  of  gas,  or  heavy  oil 
residues  on  cuttings  and  cores. 

(t)  "Information,”  when  used  without 

a  qualifying  adjective,  includes  analyzed 
geological  information,  processed 
geophysical  information,  interpreted 
geological  information,  and  interpreted 
geophysical  information. 

(u)  “Interpreted  geological 
information”  means  knowledge,  often  in 
the  form  of  schematic  cross  sections  and 
maps,  developed  by  determining  the 
geological  significance  of  data  and 
analyzed  geological  information. 

(v)  "Interpreted  geophysical 
information"  means  knowledge,  often  in 
the  form  of  seismic  cross  sections  and 


maps,  developed  by  determining  the 
geological  significance  of  geophysical 
data  and  processed  geophysical 
information. 

(w)  “Lease”  means  (1)  any  form  of 
authorization  which  is  issued  under 
section  8  or  maintained  under  section  6 
of  the  Act  and  which  authorizes 
exploration  for,  and  development  and 
production  of,  minerals,  or  (2)  the  area 
covered  by  such  authorization, 
whichever  is  required  by  the  context. 

(x)  “Lessee”  means  the  party 
authorized  by  a  lease,  or  an  approved 
assignment  thereof,  to  explore  for, 
develop,  and  produce  the  leased 
deposits  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  in  Part  250  of  this  Chapter. 
The  term  includes  all  parties  holding 
such  authority  by  or  through  the  lessee. 

(y)  “Marine  environment"  means  the 
physical,  atmospheric,  and  biological 
components,  conditions,  and  factors 
which  interactively  determine  the 
productivity,  state,  condition,  and 
quality  of  the  marine  ecosystem, 
including  the  waters  of  the  high  seas,  the 
contiguous  zone,  transitional  and 
intertidal  areas,  salt  marshes;  and 
wetlands  within  the  coastal  zone  and  on 
the  OCS. 

(z)  “Minerals”  includes  oil,  gas, 
sulphur,  geopressured-geothermal  and 
associated  resources,  and  all  other 
minerals  which  are  authorized  by  an  Act 
of  Congress  to  be  produced  from  "public 
lands"  as  defined  in  Section  103  of  the 
Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management 
Act  of  1976  (43  U.S.C.  1702). 

(aa)  “National  Environmental  Policy 
Act”  means  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969  (42  U.S.C.  4321  et 
seq.). 

(bb)  “Notice”  means  the  statement  of 
intent  to  conduct  geological  scientific 
research  which  involves  shallow  test 
drilling  activities. 

(cc)  “OCS  Order”  means  a  formal 
numbered  Order,  issued  by  the  Director, 
that  implements  the  regulations 
contained  in  this  Part  and  specifically 
applies  to  operations  in  an  area  in  the 
Order. 

(dd)  “Oil”  means  any  fluid 
hydrocarbon  substance  other  than  gas 
which  is  extracted  in  a  fluid  state  from  a 
reservoir  and  which  exists  in  a  fluid 
state  under  the  existing  temperature  and 
pressure  conditions  of  the  reservoir.  Oil 
includes  liquefiable  hydrocarbon 
substances  such  as  drip  gasoline  or 
other  natural  condensates  recovered  or 
recoverable  in  a  liquid  state  from 
produced  gas. 

(ee)  “O^rator”  means  the  individual, 
partnership,  firm,  or  corporation  having 
control  or  management  of  operations  on 
the  leased  area  or  a  portion  thereof.  The 
operator  may  be  a  lessee,  designated 
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agent  of  the  lessee,  or  holder  of  rights 
under  an  approved  operating  agreement. 

(ff)  "Outer  Continental  Shelf  means 
all  submerged  lands  which  lie  seaward 
and  outside  the  area  of  lands  beneath 
navigable  waters  as  defined  in  section  2 
of  the  Submerged  Lands  Act  (43  U.S.C. 
1301),  and  of  which  the  subsoil  and 
seabed  appertain  to  the  United  States 
and  are  subject  to  its  jurisdiction  and 
control. 

(gg)  "Permit"  means  the  contract  or 
agreement,  other  than  a  lease,  approved 
for  a  specified  period  of  not  more  than  1 
year  under  which  a  person  acquires  the 
right  to  conduct  (1)  geological 
exploration  for  mineral  resources,  (2) 
geophysical  exploration  for  mineral 
resources,  (3)  geological  scientiHc 
research,  or  (4)  geophysical  scientific 
research. 

(hh)  "Permittee”  means  the  person 
authorized  by  a  permit  issued  pursuant 
to  this  Part  to  conduct  activities  on  the 

ocs. 

(ii)  "Person"  means  a  citizen  or 
national  of  the  United  States,  an  alien 
lawfully  admitted  for  permanent 
residence  in  the  United  States  as 
defined  in  8  U.S.C.  1101(a)(20],  a  private, 
public,  or  municipal  corporation 
organized  under  the  taws  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  State  or  territory 
thereof,  and  associations  of  such 
citizens,  nationals,  resident  aliens,  or 
private,  public,  or  municipal 
corporations.  States,  or  political 
subdivisions  of  States.  The  term  does 
not  include  Federal  Agencies. 

(jj)  "Pollution  contingency  plan" 
means  the  National  Multi-Agency  Oil 
and  Hazardous  Materials  Pollution 
Contingency  Plan  or  any  successor  plan 
thereto. 

(kk)  "Processed  geophysical 
information"  means  data  collected 
under  a  permit  or  a  lease  which  have 
been  processed.  Processing  involves 
changing  the  form  of  data  so  as  to 
facilitate  interpretation.  Processing 
operations  may  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to,  applying  corrections  for 
known  perturbing  causes,  rearranging  or 
filtering  data,  and  combining  or 
transforming  data  elements. 

(11)  "Secretary”  means  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  or  a  subordinate 
authorized  to  act  on  the  Secretary’s 
behalf. 

(mm)  “Shallow  test  drilling”  means 
drilling  into  the  sea  bottom  to  depths 
less  than  those  specified  in  the 
definition  of  a  deep  stratigraphic  test. 

(nn)  "Third  party”  means  any  person 
other  than  a  representative  of  the  United 
States  or  the  permittee. 

(oo)  "Violation”  mean^a  failure  to 
comply  with  any  provision  of  the  Act,  or 
a  provision  of  a  regulation  or  order^ 
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issued  under  the  Act,  or  any  provision  of 
a  lease,  license,  or  permit  issued 
pursuant  to  the  Act. 

§  251.3  Administrative  authority  and 
applicability. 

§  251.3-1  Administrative  authority. 

Exploration  or  scientific  research 
activities  authorized  or  conducted  under 
this  Part  shall  be  performed  in 
accordance  with  the  Act,  the  regulations 
in  this  Part,  OCS  Orders,  other  orders  of 
the  Director,  and  other  applicable 
statutes  and  regulations,  and 
amendments  thereto. 

§  251.3-2  Functions  of  Director. 

The  Director  shall  regulate  all 
operations  and  other  activities  under 
this  Part  and  perform  all  duties 
prescribed  by  this  Part.  The  Director  is 
authorized  to  issue  OCS  Orders  and 
other  written  and  oral  orders  and  to 
take  all  other  actions  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  this  Part  and  to 
prevent  harm  or  damage  to.  or  waste  of, 
any  natural  resource  (including  any 
mineral  deposit  in  areas  leased  or  not 
leased),  any  life  (including  fish  and 
other  aquatic  life),  property,  or  the 
marine,  coastal,  or  human  environment. 
The  Director  shall  confirm  oral  orders  in 
writing  as  soon  as  possible. 

§  251.3-3  Geological  and  geophysical 
activities  under  a  lease. 

The  regulations  in  this  Part  shall  not 
apply  to  geological  and  geophysical 
exploration  conducted  by  or  on  behalf  of 
the  lessee  on  a  lease  on  the  OCS.  Those 
exploration  activities  shall  be  governed 
by  the  regulations  in  Part  250  of  this 
title. 

§  251.3-4  Geological  and  geophysical 
activities  not  under  a  lease. 

The  regulations  in  this  Part  are 
applicable  to  permits  for  geological  and 
geophysical  activities  issued  after  or 
unexpired  as  of  the  effective  date  of  this 
final  rule.  Notices  filed  after  the 
effective  date  of  this  final  rule  shall  also 
be  subject  to  the  regulations  in  this  Part. 

If  the  regulations  in  this  Part  conflict 
with  the  provisions  of  a  permit  which 
was  issued  under  regulations  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  on  June  23, 1976 
(41  FR  25893),  the  requirements  of  the 
permit  shall  govern,  except  for  any 
requirements  limiting  the  Director’s 
authority  to  inspect  and  require  the 
submission  of  interpretations  derived 
from  information  and  data  acquired 
under  those  permits  issued  after  January 
27, 1978,  as  established  by  Part  252  of 
this  title. 
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§  251.3-5  General  requirements  of  notices 
and  permits. 

(a)  Geological  or  geophysical 
activities  for  mineral  exploration  or 
scientific  research  activities  authorized 
under  this  Part  shall  be  conducted  so 
that  those  activities  do  not: 

(1)  Interfere  with  or  endanger 
operations  under  any  lease  issued  or 
maintained  pursuant  to  the  Act; 

(2)  Cause  harm  or  damage  to  aquatic 
life; 

(3)  Cause  pollution; 

(4)  Create  hazardous  or  unsafe 
conditions; 

(5)  Unreasonably  interfere  with  or 
harm  other  uses  of  the  area;  or 

(6)  Disturb  cultural  resources. 

(b)  Any  person  conducting  geological 
or  geophysical  activities  for  mineral 
exploration  or  scientific  research  under 
this  Part  shall  immediately  report  to  the 
Director  when  these  activities: 

(1)  Detect  hydrocarbon  occurrences: 

(2)  Encounter  evironmental  hazards 
which  constitute  an  imminent  threat  to 
human  activity;  or 

(3)  Adversely  affect  the  environment, 
aquatic  life,  cultural  resources,  or  other 
uses  of  the  area  in  which  the  exploration 
activity  is  conducted. 

(c)  Any  person  conducting  shallow 
test  drilling  or  deep  stratigraphic  test 
drilling  geological  activities  under  a 
permit  for  mineral  exploration  or 
scientific  research  under  this  Part  shall 
utilize  the  best  available  and  safest 
technologies  which  the  Director 
determines  to  be  economically  feasible. 

(d)  Authorization  granted  under  this 
Part  to  conduct  geological  and 
geophysical  exploration  for  minerals  or 
for  scientific  research  shall  not  confer  a 
right  to  any  discovered  oil,  gas,  or  other 
minerals,  or  to  a  lease  under  the  Act. 

§  251.4  Geological  and  geophysical 
activities  requiring  notices  or  permits. 

§  251.4-1  Geological  and  geophysical 
exploration  for  mineral  resources. 

Geological  or  geophysical  exploration 
for  mineral  resources  may  not  be 
conducted  on  the  OCS  without  an 
approved  permit  unless  such  activities 
are  being  conducted  pursuant  to  a  lease 
issued  or  maintained  under  the  Act. 
Separate  permits  must  be  obtained  for 
geological  exploration  for  mineral 
resources  and  for  geophysical 
exploration  for  mineral  resources.  If  the 
Director  disapproves  an  application,  the 
statement  of  rejection  shall  state  the 
reasons  for  the  denial,  and  shall  advise 
the  applicant  of  those  changes  needed  to 
obtain  approval. 
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§  251.4-2  Geological  or  geophysical 
scientific  research. 

Geological  or  geophysical  scientiHc 
research  may  not  be  conducted  by  any 
person  on  the  OCS  without  an  approved 
permit  or  Hling  of  a  notice  unless  such 
activities  are  being  conducted  pursuant 
to  a  lease  issued  or  maintained  under 
the  Act. 

(a)  Separate  permits  must  be  obtained 
for  geological  scientiHc  research  and  for 
geophysical  scientiHc  research  which 
involves  the  use  of  solid  or  liquid 
explosives  or  the  drilling  of  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test.  If  the  Director 
disapproves  an  application,  the 
statement  of  rejection  shall  state  the 
reasons  for  the  denial,  and  shall  advise 
the  applicant  of  the  changes  needed  to 
obtain  approval. 

(b)  A  notice  must  be  filed  with  the 
Director  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  scientiHc  research 
activities  which  involve  shallow  test 
drilling.  Within  21  days  of  the  filing  of 
the  notice,  the  Director  may  disapprove 
the  notice  by  sending  a  statement  of 
disapproval  by  certiHed  mail  to  the 
person  who  Hied  the  notice.  If  the 
Director  disapproves  the  notice,  the 
statement  shall  state  the  reasons  for 
disapproval  and  shall  advise  the 
applicant  of  recommended  changes. 

§  251.5  Applying  for  notices  or  permits. 

§  251.5-1  Permit  forms. 

(a)  An  application  for  a  permit  shall 
be  submitted  in  a  form  and  manner 
prescribed  and  approved  by  the 
Director.  Each  application  for  a  permit 
shall  include: 

(1)  The  name  of  any  person  who  will 
conduct  the  proposed  exploration  or 
research  activity; 

(2)  The  name  of  any  person  who  will 
participate  in  the  proposed  exploration 
or  research  activity: 

(3)  The  type  of  exploration  or  research 
activity  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
activity  will  be  conducted; 

(4)  The  location  on  the  OCS  where  the 
exploration  or  research  activity  will  be 
conducted; 

(5)  The  purpose  for  conducting  the 
exploration  or  research  activity; 

(6)  The  dates  on  which  the  exploration 
or  research  activity  is  proposed  to  be 
commenced  and  completed;  and. 

.  (7)  Such  other  relevant  information 
and  data  as  the  Director  may  require. 

(b)  This  reporting  requirement  has 

been  approved  by  the  OfHce  of  r 

Management  and  Budget  in  accordance 
with  the  Federal  Reports  Act  of  1942 
(042-5777002). 


§251.5-2  Notices. 

A  notice  shall  not  be  on  a 
standardized  form,  but  shall  be  signed 
and  shall  state: 

(1)  The  name  of  the  person  conducting 
or  participating  in  the  proposed^ 
research; 

(2)  The  type  of  research  and  manner 
in  which  it  will  be  conducted; 

(3)  The  location,  designated  on  a  map, 
plat,  or  chart,  where  the  research  will  be 
conducted; 

(4)  The  dates,  which  shall  designate  a 
period  of  not  more  than  1  year,  on  which 
the  research  activity  is  proposed  to  be 
commenced  and  completed; 

(5)  The  proposed  time  and  manner  in 
which  the  information  and  data  resulting 
from  the  research  will  be  made 
available  tn  the  public  for  inspection 
and  reproduction,  such  time  being  the 
earliest  practicable  time; 

(6)  An  agreement  that  the  information 
,and  data  resulting  from  the  research  will 
not  be  sold  or  withheld  for  exclusive 
use;  and 

(7)  The  name,  registry  number, 
registered  owner,  and  port  of  registry  of 
vessels  used  in  the  operation. 

§  251.5-3  Filing  locations  for  permits  to 
conduct  exploration  for  mineral  resources. 

Each  application  for  a  permit  to 
conduct  geological  or  geophysical 
exploration  for  mineral  resources  in  the 
OCS  shall  be  filed,  in  duplicate,  at  the 
following  locations:  • 

(a)  For  the  OCS  off  the  Atlantic 
Coast — the  Area  Oil  and  Gas  Supervisor 
for  Resource  Evaluation,  Atlantic  Area. 
U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1725  K  Street 
NW,  Suite  204,  Washington,  D.C.  20006. 

(b)  For  the  OCS  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico — the  Area  Oil  and  Gas 
Supervisor  for  Resource  Evaluation,  U.S. 
Geological  Survey,  Gulf  of  Mexico  Area, 
P.O.  Box  7944,  Metairie,  Louisiana  70010. 

(c)  For  the  OCS  off  the  coast  of  the 
States  of  California,  Oregon,  or 
Washington — the  Area  Oil  and  Gas 
Supervisor,  U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
PaciHc  Area,  Room  160, 1340  West  Sixth 
Street.  Los  Angeles,  California  90017. 

(d)  For  the  OCS  off  the  State  of 
Alaska — the  Area  Oil  and  Gas 
Supervisor,  U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
Alaska  Area,  P.O.  Box  259,  Anchorage, 
Alaska  99510. 

§  251.5-4  Filing  locations  for  notices  or 
permits  to  conduct  scientific  research. 

Each  notice  or  application  for  a  permit 
to  conduct  geological  or  geophysical 
scientiHc  research  on  the  OCS  shall  be 
filed,  in  duplicate,  at  the  locations 
indicated  in  subsection  251.5-3  of  this 
section. 


§  251.5-5  Fishermen's  Contingency  Fund. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  an  account 
under  the  Fishermen's  Contingency 
Fund  for  any  area  of  the  OCS  pursuant 
to  subsection  402(b)  of  the  Act,  the 
holder  of  a  permit  for  geological  or 
geophysical  exploration  activities  for 
mineral  resources  in  the  area  covered  by 
the  account  shall  pay  an  amount 
specified  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce 
for  the  purpose  of  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  an  account  for  the  area. 
At  the  time  of  issuing  a  permit,  the 
Director  shall  collect  the  amount 
speciHed  and  deposit  it  in  the  Fund  to 
the  credit  of  the  appropriate  account. 

§  251.6  Test  drilling  activities. 

§  251.6-1  Permit  or  notice  requirements 
for  shallow  test  drilling. 

The  Director,  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  shallow  test  drilling 
for  exploration  for  mineral  resources  or 
for  scientiHc  research,  may  require  for 
permits  or  recommend  for  notices  the 
gathering  and  submission  of  geophysical 
information  and  data  sufficient  to 
determine  shallow  structural  detail 
across  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
proposed  test.  Other  information  and 
data  may  include,  but  is  not  limited  to, 
seismic,  bathymetric,  side-scan  sonar, 
and  magnetometer  systems,  across  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  test. 

When  required,  §§  251.6-2(c)(l)  and  (e) 
and  251.6-3  will  apply  to  permits  issued 
and  notices  Hied  for  shallow  test 
drilling. 

§  25 1 .6-2  Permit  requirements  for  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test 

(a)  No  deep  stratigraphic  test  drilling 
activities  shall  be  initiated  or  conducted 
until  a  Drilling  Plan  has  been  submitted 
by  the  applicant  and  approved  by  the 
Director.  The  Drilling  Plan  shall  include: 

(1)  The  proposed  type  and  sequence  of 
drilling  activities  to  be  undertaken 
together  With  a  timetable  for  their 
performance  from  commencement  to 
completion; 

(2)  A  description  of  the  drilling  rig 
proposed  for  use,  unless  a  description 
has  been  previously  submitted  to  the 
Director,  indicating  the  important 
features  thereof,  with  special  attention 
to  safety  features  and  pollution 
prevention  and  control  features, 
including  oil  spill  containment  and 
cleanup  plans  and  onshore  disposal 
procedures; 

(3)  The  location  of  each  deep 
stratigraphic  test  to  be  conducted, 
including  the  surface  and  projected 
bottomhole  location  of  the  borehole; 

(4)  The  types  of  geophysical 
instrumentation  to  be  used: 

(5)  Geophysical  information  and  data 
sufficient  to  determine  shallow 
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structural  detail  across  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  proposed  test,  and  other 
information  and  data  from,  but  not 
limited  to,  seismic,  bathymetric,  side- 
scan  sonar,  and  magnetometer  systems, 
collected  across  any  proposed  drilling 
location,  and  other  geophysical  data 
from  the  area  of  the  proposed  test 
location,  and  processed  geophysical 
information  and  interpreted  geophysical 
information  therefrom,  so  as  to  allow 
evaluation  of  structural  detail  to  the 
total  depth  of  the  proposed  test;  and 

(6)  Such  other  relevant  information 
and  data  as  the  Director  may  require. 

(b)  At  the  same  time  the  applicant 
submits  a  Drilling  Plan  to  the  Director, 
an  Environmental  Report  shall  be 
submitted.  The  report  shall  be  in 
summary  form  and  should  include 
information  available  at  the  time  the 
related  Drilling  Plan  is  submitted.  Such 
information  is  to  be  accurate,  current, 
and  applicable  to  the  geographic  area 
and  the  proposed  activities  covered  by 
the  plan.  The  applicant  shall  refer  to 
information  and  data  contained  in  the 
related  plan,  other  Environmental 
Reports,  and  other  environmental 
analyses  and  impact  statements 
prepared  for  the  geographic  area  by 
identifying  the  information  and 
indicating  a  source  for  obtaining  copies 
of  the  cited  materials.  Information  and 
data  which  are  site-specific,  or  which 
are  developed  subsequent  to  the  most 
recent  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
or  other  environmental  analyses  in  the 
immediate  area,  shall  be  specifically 
considered.  Specific  guidelines  for 
implementing  this  section  will  be  issued 
by  the  Director.  The  Environmental 
Report  shall  include  the  following: 

[\)(a)  A  list  and  description  of  new  or 
unusual  technologies  that  are  to  be  used; 
(b)  The  location  of  travel  routes  for 
supplies  and  personnel;  (c)  the  kinds 
and  approximate  quantities  of  energy  to 
be  used;  (d)  The  environmental 
monitoring  systems  that  are  to  be  used; 
and  (e)  Suitable  maps  and  diagrams 
showing  details  of  the  proposed  project 
layout. 

(2)  A  narrative  description  of  the 
existing  environment.  This  section  shall 
include  the  following  information  on  the 
area:  (a)  Geology;  (b)  Physical 
oceanography;  (c)  Other  uses  of  the 
area;  (d)  Flora  and  fauna;  (e)  Existing 
environmental  monitoring  systems;  and 
(f)  Other  unusual  or  unique 
characteristics  which  may  affect  or  be 
affected  by  the  drilling  activities. 

(3)  A  narrative  description  of  the 
probable  impacts,  of  the  proposed  action 
on  the  environment  and  the  measures 
proposed  for  mitigating  these  impacts. 

(4)  A  narrative  description  of  any 
unavoidable  or  irreversible  adverse 


effects  on  the  environment  that  could  be 
expected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  the 
proposed  action. 

(5)  Such  other  relevant  information 
and  data  as  the  Director  may  require. 

(c) (1)  When  required  under  a  coastal 
zone  management  program  approved 
under  the  Coastal  Zone  Management 
Act,  the  activities  proposed  by  an 
applicant  for  a  permit  to  conduct 
geological  or  geophysical  exploration  for 
minerals  or  for  geological  or  geophysical 
scientific  research  must  receive  State 
concurrence  in  its  coastal  zone 
consistency  certification  prior  to  the 
Director’s  approval  of  any  of  the 
activities  covered  under  the  permit, 

(2)  The  applicant  shall  submit  a 
sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the 
Drilling  Plan  and  Environmental  Report 
to  permit  the  Director  to  transmit  copies 
of  each  to  the  Governor  of  each  affected 
State  and  the  coastal  zone  management 
agency  of  each  affected  State  that  has  a 
coastal  zone  management  program 
approved  under  the  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Act.  The  Director  shall 
also  make  the  Drilling  Plan  and 
accompanying  Environmental  Report 
available  to  appropriate  l^ederal 
Agencies  and  the  public,  in  accordance 
with  established  Departmental  practices 
and  procedures. 

(d)  Any  revisions  to  an  approved 
Drilling  Plan  must  be  approved  by  the 
Director. 

(e)  A  permittee  authorized  to  drill  a 
deep  stratigraphic  test  shall,  if  requested 
by  the  Director,  conduct  studies  to 
determine  whether  any  cultural 
resources  exist  in  the  area  that  may  be 
affected  by  such  drilling,  and  shall 
report  the  findings  of  those  studies  to 
the  Director.  A  permittee  authorized  to 
perform  shallow  test  drilling  may  be 
required  to  conduct  similar  studies  if 
required  by  the  Director.  The  study  shall 
include  a  full  description  of  any  cultural 
resources  detected.  The  permittee  shall 
take  no  action  that  will  result  in  the 
disturbance  of  cultural  resources 
without  the  prior  approval  of  the 
Director  and,  if  any  cultural  resource  is 
discovered  after  submission  of  the  study 
(i.e.,  during  site  preparation  or  drilling), 
the  permittee  shall  immediately  report 
the  discovery  to  the  Director  and  make 
every  reasonable  effort  to  protect  the 
cultural  resource  from  damage  until  the 
Director  has  given  directions  as  to  its 
preservation. 

(f)  All  OCS  regulations  relating  to 
drilling  operations  in  Part  250  of  this  title 
and  all  OCS  Orders  relating  to  the 
drilling  of  wells  apply,  as  appropriate,  to 
drilling  activities  authorized  under  this 
Part. 

(g)  At  the  completion  of  the  test 
activities,  the  borehole  of  all  deep 


stratigraphic  tests  shall  be  permanently 
plugged  and  abandoned  by  the 
permittee  prior  to  moving  the  rig  off 
location  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  regulations  in  Part 
250  of  this  Chapter  and  applicable 
orders.  If  the  tract  on  which  deep 
stratigraphic  test  drilling  has  been 
conducted  is  later  leased  for  exploration 
and  development,  the  lessee  will  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the  test  hole, 
provided  the  lessee  has  not  reentered  or 
otherwise  disturbed  the  borehole. 

§  251.6-3  Group  participation  in  test 
drilling  activities. 

(a)  In  order  to  minimize  duplicative 
geological  exploration  activities 
involving  the  penetration  of  the  seabed 
of  the  OCS,  a  person  proposing  to  drill  a 
deep  stratigraghic  test  shall  afford  all 
interested  persons,  through  a  signed 
agreement,  an  opportunity  to  participate 
in  the  drilling  on  a  cost-sharing  basis. 
The  provisions  of  the  agreement  for 
sharing  the  cost  of  a  deep  stratigraphic 
test  may  include  a  penalty  for  late 
participants  of  not  more  than  100 
percent  of  the  cost  to  each  original 
participant  in  addition  to  the  original 
share  cost.  The  participants  shall  assess 
and  distribute  penalties  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  If  the 
Director  releases  a  public  notice 
announcing  a  signidcant  hydrocarbon 
occurrence,  the  penalty  for  subsequent 
late  participants  may  be  raised  to  not 
more  than  300  percent  of  the  cost  of 
each  original  participant  in  addition  to 
the  original  share  cost. 

(b)  An  applicant  proposing  to  conduct 
shallow  test  drilling  activities  shall, 
when  ordered  by  the  Director  or  when 
provided  in  the  permit,  afford  all 
interested  persons  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  test  activity  on  a  cost-* 
sharing  basis  with  a  penalty  for  late 
participation  of  not  more  than  50 
percent  of  the  cost  to  each  original 
participant. 

(c)  To  allow  for  group  participation  in 
shallow  or  deep  test  drilling  activities, 
the  applicant  shall: 

(1)  I^blish  a  summary  statement 
describing  the  proposed  activity  in  a 
manner  approved  or  prescribed  by  the 
Director, 

(2)  Forward  a  copy  of  the  published 
statement  to  the  Director, 

(3)  Allow  at  least  30  days  from  the 
date  of  publishing  the  summary 
statement  for  other  persons  to  join  as 
original  participants; 

(4)  Compute  the  estimated  cost  to  an 
original  participant  by  dividing  the 
estimated  total  cost  of  the  program  by 
the  number  of  original  participants;  and 

(5)  Furnish  the  Director  with  a 
complete  list  of  all  participants  under 
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the  permit  prior  to  commencing 
operations,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
advertising  period  if  operations  begin 
prior  to  its  close.  Also,  the  names  of  all 
late  participants  shall  be  forwarded  to 
the  Director. 

(d)  If  the  applicant  proposes  changes 
to  the  original  application  and  the 
Director  determines  that  such  changes 
are  signihcant,  the  Director  shall  require 
a  republication  of  the  changes  and  an 
additional  30  days  for  other  persons  to 
join  as  original  participants. 

§  251.6-4  Bonds. 

Before  a  permit  authorizing  the 
drilling  of  a  deep  stratigraphic  test  will 
be  issued,  the  applicant  shall  furnish  to 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  a 
corporate  surety  bond  of  not  less  than 
$50,000  conditioned  on  compliance  with 
the  terms' of  the  permit,  unless  the 
applicant  maintains  with  or  furnishes  to 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  a  bond 
in  the  sum  of  $300,000  conditioned  on 
compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  permit 
issued  to  him  for  the  area  of  the  OCS 
where  the  applicant  proposes  to  conduct 
the  drilling  of  a  deep  stratigraphic  test. 
The  Director  may  require  the  submission 
of  a  bond  before  authorizing  the 
initiation  of  shallow  test  drilling.  Any 
bond  furnished  or  maintained  by  a 
person  under  this  section  shall  be  on  a 
form  approved  or  prescribed  by  the 
Director,  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

§  251.6-5  Duration  of  exploration 
activities. 

If  a  deep  stratigraphic  test  well  is 
drilled  within  50  geographic  miles  of  any 
tract  tentatively  selected  for  a  lease  sale 
as  listed  on  the  currently  approved  OCS 
Leasing  Schedule,  all  drilling  activities 
must  be  completed,  and  the  information 
and  data  submitted  to  the  Director,  at 
least  3  months  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
the  month  in  which  the  Proposed  Notice 
of  Sale  is  listed.  However,  the  Director 
may  extend  the  expiration  date  of  a 
permit  if  it  is  determined  that  such  an 
extension  is  in  the  national  interest. 

§  251.7  Inspection  and  reporting  of 
progress  and  results  of  activities 
conducted  under  permits. 

§  251.7-1  Inspection  and  observation  of 
exploration  activities. 

(a)  A  permittee,  upon  request  by  the 
Director,  shall  furnish  food,  quarters, 
and  transportation  for  Federal 
representatives.  Upon  request,  the 
permittee  will  be  reimbursed  by  the 
United  States  for  the  actual  costs 
incurred  as  a  result  of  providing  food, 
quarters,  and  transportation  for  a 
Federal  representative's  stay  of  more 
than  10  hours.  The  Federal 
representative  shall  observe  or  inspect 


operations  conducted  pursuant  to  the 
permit  and  determine  whether 
operations  are  having  any  adverse 
effects  upon  the  environment,  aquatic 
life,  cultural  resources,  or  other  uses  of 
the  area. 

(b)  The  Federal  representatives  shall 
be  appointed  or  approved  by  the 
Director. 

§  251.7-2  Progress  report  on  activities 
conducted  under  a  permit 

Each  permittee  shall  submit  status 
reports  on  a  weekly  basis  in  a  manner 
approved  or  prescribed  by  the  Director, 
liiis  shall  include  a  daily  log  of 
operations. 

§  251.7-3  Final  report  on  activities 
conducted  under  a  permit 

Each  permittee  shall  submit  to  the 
Director  a  final  report  of  exploration  or 
scientific  research  activities  under  the 
permit  within  30  days  after  the 
completion  of  operations.  The  Hnal 
report  shall  contain  the  following: 

(a)  A  description  of  the  work 
performed. 

(b)  Charts,  maps,  or  plats  depicting 
the  areas  and  blocks  in  which  any 
exploration  or  scientiBc  research 
activities  were  conducted,  specifically 
identifying  the  lines  of  geophysical 
traverses  or  the  locations  where 
geological  exploration  or  scientiHc 
research  activities  were  conducted, 
including  a  reference  sufficient  to 
identify  the  data  produced  during  each 
•activity. 

(c)  The  dates  on  which  the  actual 
exploration  or  scientific  research 
activities  were  performed. 

(d)  A  narrative  summary  of  any:  (1) 
Hydrocarbon  occurrences  or 
environmental  hazards,  and  (2)  Adverse 
ejects  of  the  exploration  or  scientiHc 
research  activities  on  the  environment, 
aquatic  life,  cultural  resources,  or  other 
uses  of  the  area  in  which  the  activities 
were  conducted. 

(e)  Such  other  descriptions  of  the 
acHvities  conducted  as  may  be  specified 
by  the  Director. 

§  251.8  Suspension  and  cancellation  of 
authority  to  conduct  activities  under 
permit 

(a)  The  Director  may  suspend  or 
temporarily  prohibit  the  permittee's 
authority  to  conduct  exploration  or 
scientific  research  activities  under  a 
permit  by  notifying  the  permittee  either 
orally  or  in  writing  when  the  Director 
determines  that  there  is  a  threat  of 
serious,  irreparable,  or  immediate  harm 
or  damage  to  life  (including  fish  and 
other  aquatic  life),  to  property,  to  any 
mineral  deposits  (in  areas  leased  or  not 
leased),  to  the  national  security  or 
defense,  or  to  the  marine,  coastal,  or 


human  environment.  Such  suspensions 
shall  be  effective  immediately  upon 
receipt  of  the  notice.  Suspensions  issued 
orally  shall  be  followed  by  a  written 
notice  conHrming  the  action,  and  all 
written  notices  will  be  sent  by  certified 
mail.  A  suspension  shall  remain  in  effect 
until  the  basis  for  the  suspension  has 
been  corrected  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Director. 

(b)  The  Director  may  suspend  or 
temporarily  prohibit  the  permittee's 
authority  to  conduct  exploration  or 
scientific  research  under  a  permit  either 
orally  or  in  writing  when  the  Director 
determines  the  permittee  fails  to  comply 
with  a  provision  of  the  Act  or  of  any 
applicable  law,  the  provisions  of  the 
permit,  provisions  of  these  and  other 
applicable  regulations.  OCS  Orders,  or 
any  other  written  orders  or  Held  rules 
including  orders  for  the  Hling  of  reports 
and  well  records  or  logs  within  the  time 
speciHed.  Such  suspensions  shall  be 
effective  immediately  upon  receipt  of 
the  notice.  Suspensions  issued  orally 
shall  be  followed  by  a  written  notice 
confirming  the  action  and  all  written 
notices  shall  be  sent  by  certiHed  mail.  A 
suspension  shall  remain  in  effect  imtil 
the  basis  for  the  suspension  has  been 
corrected  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Director. 

(c) (1)  The  Director  may  cancel,  or  a 
permittee  may  relinquish,  a  permit  to 
conduct  exploration  or  scientific 
research  activities  at  any  time  by 
sending  a  notice  of  cancellation  or  a 
notice  of  relinquishment.  Such  notices 
shall  state  the  reason  for  the 
cancellation  or  relinquishment  and  shall 
be  sent  by  certiHed  maillo  the  other- 
party  at  least  30  days  in  advance  of  the 
date  the  cancellation  or  relinquishment 
will  be  effective. 

(2)  Cancellation  of  a  permit  to  conduct 
exploration  or  scientiHc  research 
activities  shall  not  relieve  the  permittee 
of  the  obligation  to  abandon  any  drill 
sites  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  paragraph  251.6-2(g)  of 
this  Part  and  to  comply  with  all  other 
obligations  specified  in  this  Part  or  in 
the  permit. 

§  251.9  Penalties. 

All  persons  conducting  geological  or 
geophysical  exploration  activities  for 
mineral  resources  or  scientiHc  research 
shall  be  subject  to  the  penalty 
provisions  of  section  24  of  the  Act  (43 
U.S.C.  1350),  the  procedures  contained 
in  §  250.80  of  this  Chapter  for 
noncompliance  with  any  provision  of 
the  Act,  or  any  provision  of  the  permit, 
or  for  any  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
any  regulation  or  order  issued  under  the 
Act.  The  penalties  prescribed  in  this 
section  shall  be  in  addition  to  any  other 
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penalty  afforded  by  any  other  law  or 
regulation. 

§  251.10  Appeals. 

Orders  or  decisions  issued  under  the 
regulations  in  this  Part  may  be  app>ealed 
as  provided  in  Part  290  of  ^is  Chapter. 

§  251.1 1  Inspection,  selection,  and 
submission  of  geological  information  and 
data. 

(a)  Each  holder  of  a  permit  for 
geological  exploration  activities  for 
mineral  resources  or  scientific  research 
shall  notify  the  Director  immediately,  in 
writing,  of  the  acquisition,  analysis,  or 
interpretation  of  any  geological 
information  and  data  collected  under 
the  permit.  All  geological  data,  analyzed 
geological  information,  and  interpreted 
geological  information  collected  by  the 
permittee  shall  be  available  for 
inspection  by  the  Director.  At  any  time 
within  1  year  after  receiving  a  notice  of 
the  acquisition,  analysis,  or 
interpretation  of  any  geological 
information  and  data,  the  Director  may 
select  all  or  part  of  the  geological  data, 
analyzed  geological  information,  and 
interpreted  geological  information. 
However,  a  longer  period  of  time  may  be 
specified  in  the  permit.  The  permittee 
shall  submit  reproducible  copies  of  the 
information  and  data  selected  to  the 
Director  within  30  days  following  receipt 
of  the  Director’s  request,  unless  the 
Director  authorizes  a  longer  time  period 
for  the  submission  of  the  information  or 
data. 

(b)  Each  submission  of  geological 
data,  analyzed  geological  information, 
and  interpreted  geological  information 
shall  contain,  unless  otherwise  specified 
by  the  Director,  the  following: 

(1)  An  accurate  and  complete  record 
of  all  geological  (including  geochemical) 
data,  analyzed  geological  information, 
and  interpreted  geological  information 
resulting  from  each  operation; 

(2)  Paleontological  reports  identifying 
microscopic  fossils  by  depth,  unless 
washed  samples  are  maintained  by  the 
permittee  for  paleontological 
determination  and  are  made  available 
upon  request  for  inspection  by  the 
Geological  Survey; 

(3)  Copies  of  well  logs  or  charts; 

(4)  Results  and  data  obtained  fi'om 
formation  fluid  tests; 

(5)  Analyses  of  core  or  bottom 
samples  or  a  representative  cut  or  split 
of  the  core  or  bottom  sample; 

(6)  Detailed  descriptions  of  any  ‘ 
hydrocarbons  or  hazardous  conditions 
encountered  during  operations, 
including  near  losses  of  well-control, 
abnormal  geopressures,  and  losses  of 
circulation;  and 


(7)  Such  other  geological  data, 
analyzed  geological  information,  and 
interpreted  geological  information  as 
may  be  specified  by  the  Director. 

(c)  In  the  event  that  geological  data, 
analyzed  geological  information,  or 
interpreted  geological  information  is 
transferred  from  the  permittee  to  a  third 
party,  or  from  a  third  party  to  another 
third  party,  the  transferor  shall  notify 
the  Director  and  shall  require  the 
receiving  party,  in  writing,  to  abide  by 
the  obligations  of  the  permittee  as 
specified  in  this  section  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  transfer  of  information 
or  data. 

§  251.12  Inspection,  selection,  and 
submission  of  geophysical  information  and 
data. 

(a)  Each  holder  of  a  permit  for 
geophysical  exploration  activities  for 
minerals  or  scientific  research  shall 
notify  the  Director  immediately,  in 
writing,  of  the  acquisition,  processing, 
reprocessing,  or  interpretation  of  any 
geophysical  information  or  data 
collected  under  the  permit.  All 
geophysical  data,  processed  geophysical 
information,  reprocessed  geophysical 
information,  and  interpreted  geophysical 
information  collected  by  the  permittee 
shall  be  available  for  inspection  by  the 
Director.  At  any  time  within  1  year  after 
receiving  a  notice  of  the  acquisition, 
processing,  reprocessing,  or 
interpretation  of  any  geophysical 
information  and  data,  the  Director  may 
select  all  or  part  of  the  geophysical  data, 
processed  geophysical  information, 
reprocessed  geophysical  information, 
and  interpreted  geophysical  information. 
However,  a  longer  period  of  time  may  be 
specified  in  the  permit. 

(b)  The  Director  shall  have  the  right  to 
inspect  geophysical  data,  processed 
geophysical  information,  reprocessed 
geophysical  information,  or  interpreted 
geophysical  information  prior  to  final 
selection.  This  inspection  shall  be 
performed  on  the  permittee’s  premises 
unless  the  Director  requests  that  the 
permittee  deliver  the  information  or  data 
to  the  Director  for  inspection.  Such 
delivery  shall  be  within  30  days 
following  the  receipt  of  the  Director’s 
request  unless  the  Director  authorizes  a 
later  delivery  date.  At  any  time  prior  to 
final  selection,  the  Director  may  return 
any  or  all  geophysical  information  or 
data  following  either  its  inspection  and 
detailed  assessment  of  its  quality,  or  the 
establishment  of  a  price  to  the 
Government  for  the  processing  or 
reprocessing  of  the  geophysical 
information  or  data.  If  the  Director 
decides  to  keep  all  or  a  portion  of  the 
geophysical  information  and  data,  the 
Director  shall  notify  the  permittee,  in 


writing,  of  this  decision.  If  the  inspection 
is  done  on  the  permittee’s  premises,  the 
permittee  shall  submit  the  geophysical 
information  or  data  selected  within  30 
days  following  receipt  of  the  Director’s 
request,  unless  the  Director  authorizes  a 
longer  period  of  time  for  delivery.  The 
Director  shall  have  the  right  to  arrange, 
by  contract  or  otherwise,  for  the 
reproduction,  without  the  consent  of  the 
permittee,  of  geophysical  data, 
processed  geophysical  information, 
reprocessed  geophysical  information, 
and  interpreted  geophysical  information. 

(c)  In  the  event  that  geophysical  data, 
processed  geophysical  information, 
reprocessed  geophysical  information,  or 
interpreted  geophysical  information  is 
transferred  fi'om  the  permittee  to  a  third 
party,  or  fi'om  a  third  party  to  another 
third  party,  the  transferor  shall  notify 
the  Director  and  shall  require  the 
receiving  third  party,  in  writing,  to  abide 
by  the  obligations  of  the  permittee  as 
specified  in  this  section  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  transfer  of  information 
or  data. 

(d)  Each  submission  of  geophysical 
data,  processed  geophysical 
information,  reprocessed  geophysical 
information,  and  interpreted  geophysical 
information,  shall  contain,  unless 
otherwise  specified  by  the  Director,  the 
following: 

(1)  An  accurate  and  complete  record 
of  each  geophysical  survey  conducted 
under  the  permit,  including  digital 
navigational  data  and  final  location 
maps  of  all  survey  stations; 

(2)  All  seismic  data  developed  under  a 
permit  presented  in  a  format  and  of  a 
quality  suitable  for  processing; 

(3)  Accessed  geophysical  information 
derived  from  seismic  data  with 
extraneous  signals  and  interference 
removed,  presented  in  a  format  and  of  a 
quality  suitable  for  interpretive 
evaluation,  reflecting  state-of-the-art 
processing  techniques;  and 

(4)  Other  geophysical  data,  processed 
geophysical  information,  reprocessed 
geophysical  information,  and  interpreted 
geophysical  information  obtained  from, 
but  not  limited  to.  shallow  and  deep 
subbottom  profiles,  bathymetry, 
sidescan  sonar,  gravity  and  magnetic 
surveys,  and  special  studies  such  as 
refraction  and  velocity  surveys. 

§  251.13  Reimbursement  to  permittees. 

(a)  After  the  delivery  of  geophysical 
data,  processed  geophysical 
information,  and  reprocessed 
geophysical  information  selected  by  the 
Director  in  accordance  with  §  251.12(b) 
of  this  Part,  and  upon  receipt  of  a 
request  for  reimbursement  and  a 
determination  by  the  Director  that  the 
requested  reimbursement  is  proper,  the 
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permittee  or  third  party  shall  be 
reimbursed  for  the  cost  of  reproducing 
the  selected  information  and  data  at  the 
permittee’s  or  third  party’s  lowest  rate 
or  at  the  lowest  commercial  rate 
established  in  the  area,  whichever  is 
less. 

(b)  After  the  delivery  of  processed 
and  reprocessed  geophysical 
information  selected  by  the  Director  in 
accordance  with  §  251.12(b)  of  this  Part, 
and  upon  receipt  of  a  request  for 
reimbursement  and  determination  by 
the  Director  that  the  requested 
reimbursement  is  proper,  the  permittee 
or  third  party  shall  be  reimbursed  only 
for  the  reasonable  costs  attributable  to 
processing  and  reprocessing,  as 
distinguished  from  the  cost  of  data 
acquisition,  as  follows:  (1)  If  the 
processing  or  reprocessing  has  been 
done  by  the  permittee  in  Ae  form  and 
manner  which  is  used  by  the  permittee 
in  the  normal  conduct  of  business,  the 
Director  shall  pay  the  reasonable  costs 
at  the  lowest  rate  at  which  the 
processed  or  reprocessed  information  is 
made  available  by  the  permittee  to  any 
party:  or  (2)  If  the  processing  or 
reprocessing  has  been  done  in  a  form 
and  manner  as  the  Director  may  request 
other  than  that  used  in  the  normal 
conduct  of  the  permittee’s  business,  the 
Director  shall  pay  the'  costs  of 
processing  and  reprocessing  such  data. 

(c)  Requests  for  reimbursement  are  to 
contain  a  breakdown  of  costs  in 
sufHcient  detail  to  allow  separation  of 
processing  and  reprocessing  costs  from 
acquisition  costs. 

S  251.14  Disclosure  of  information  and 
data  submitted  under  permits. 

§  251.14*1  Disclosure  of  information  arKi 
data  to  the  public. 

(a)  The  Director  shall  make 
information  and  data  available  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  and 
subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  Freedom 
of  Information  Act  (5  U.S.C.  552]  and  the 
implementing  regulations  (43  CHI  Part 
2).  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  and  the 
regulations  contained  in  30  CFR  Part  250 
(Oil  and  Gas  and  Sulphur  Operations  in 
the  Outer  Continental  Shelf),  this  Part, 
and  30  CFR  Part  252  (Outer  Continental 
Shelf  Oil  and  Gas  Information  Program). 

(b)  Except  as  specified  in  this  section 
or  in  Parts  250  and  252  of  this  Chapter, 
no  information  or  data  determined  by 
the  Director  to  be  exempt  from  public 
disclosure  under  (a)  of  this  section  shall 
be  provided  to  any  affected  State  or  be 
made  available  to  the  executive  of  any 
affected  local  government  or  to  the 
public  unless  the  permittee  and  all 
persons  to  whom  such  permittee  has 
sold  the  information  or  data  under 


promise  of  confidentiality  agree  to  such 
an  action. 

(c)  The  Director  shall  disclose 
geological  data,  analyzed  geological 
information,  and  interpreted  geological 
information  submitted  under  a  permit  as 
follows: 

(1)  The  Director  shall  immediately 
issue  a  public  announcement  when  any 
signiHcant  hydrocarbon  occurrences  are 
detected  or  environmental  hazards  are 
encountered  on  unleased  lands  during 
drilling  operations.  In  the  case  of 
signiHcant  hydrocarbon  occurrences,  the 
Director  will  announce  such  occurrences 
in  a  form  and  manner  that  will  further 
the  national  interest  without  unduly 
damaging  the  competitive  position  of 
those  conducting  the  drilling.  Other 
information  and  data  pertaining  to  the 
permit  will  be  released  according  to  the 
schedule  provided  in  paragraphs  (c)(2) 
or  (3)  of  this  section. 

(2)  The  Director  shall  make  available 
to  the  public  all  geological  data, 
analyzed  geological  i^ormation,  and 
interpreted  geological  information, 
except  geological  data,  analyzed 
geological  information,  and  interpreted 
geological  information  obtained  from  the 
drilling  of  a  deep  stratigraphic  test,  10 
years  after  the  date  of  issuance  of  the 
permit  under  which  the  information  and 
data  was  obtained. 

(3)  The  Director  shall  make  available 
to  the  public  all  geological  data  and 
information  obtained  from  drilling  a 
deep  stratigraphic  test  10  years  after  the 
completion  date  of  the  test  or  60 
calendar  days  after  the  issuance  of  the 
first  OCS  oil  and  gas  lease  within  50 
geographic  miles  (92.6  kilometers)  of  the 
site  of  the  completed  test,  whichever  is 
sooner.  The  Director  shall  make 
available  to  the  public  all  geological 
information  and  data  submitted  in 
support  of  an  application  for  a  permit  to 
drill  a  deep  stratigraphic  test  well  at  the 
earlier  of  the  following  times:  (a)  10 
years  after  completion  of  the  test;  or  (b) 
60  calendar  days  after  the  issuance  of 
the  first  OCS  oil  and  gas  lease  within  50 
geographic  miles  (92.6  kilometers)  of  the 
site  of  the  completed  test. 

(d)  The  Director  shall  disclose 
geophysical  data,  processed  geophysical 
information,  reprocessed  geophysical 
information,  and  interpreted  geophysical 
information  submitted  under  a  permit, 
and  retained  by  the  Director,  as  follows: 

(1)  The  Director  shall  make  available 
to  the  public  geophysical  data  10  years 
after  the  date  of  issuance  of  the  permit 
imder  which  the  data  is  obtained. 

(2)  The  Director  shall  make  available 
to  the  public  processed  geophysical 
information,  reprocessed  geophysical 
information,  and  interpreted  geophysical 


information  10  years  after  the  date  it  is 
submitted  to  the  Director. 

(3)  The  Director  shall  make  available 
to  the  public  processed  geophysical 
information,  reprocessed  geophysical 
information,  and  interpreted  geophysical 
information  submitted  in  support  of  an 
application  for  a  permit  to  drill  a  deep 
stratigraphic  test,  or  which  the  permittee 
is  required  to  obtain  in  order  to  conduct 
the  drilling  of  a  deep  stratigraphic  test, 
at  the  earliest  of  the  following  times:  (a) 
10  years  after  completion  of  ^e  test;  or 
(b)  60  calendar  days  after  the  issuance 
of  the  first  OCS  oil  and  gas  lease  within 
50  geographic  miles  (92.6  kilometers)  of 
the  site  of  the  completed  test. 

§  251.14--2  Disclosure  to  Independent 
contractors. 

The  Director  reserves  the  right  to 
disclose  any  information  or  data 
acquired  from  a  permittee  to  an 
independent  contractor  or  agent  for  the 
purpose  of  reproducing,  processing, 
reprocessing,  or  interpreting  such 
information  or  data.  When  practicable, 
the  Director  shall  notify  the  permittee 
who  provided  the  information  or  data  of 
intent  to  disclose  the  information  or 
data  to  an  independent  contractor  or 
agent.  The  Director’s  notice  of  intent 
will  afford  the  permittee  a  period  of  not 
less  than  5  working  days  within  which 
to  comment  on  the  intended  action. 

When  the  Director  so  notifies  a 
permittee  of  the  intent  to  disclose 
information  or  data  to  an  independent 
contractor  or  agent,  all  other  owners  of 
such  information  or  data  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  notified  of  the 
Director’s  intent.  Prior  to  any  such 
disclosure,  the  contractor  or  agent  shall 
be  required  to  execute  a  written 
commitment  not  to  transfer  or  to 
otherwise  disclose  any  information  or 
data  to  anyone  without  the  express 
consent  of  the  Director.  The  contractor 
or  agent  shall  be  liable  for  any 
unauthorized  use  by  or  disclosure  of 
information  or  data  to  third  parties. 

§  251.14*3  Sharing  of  information  with 
affected  States. 

(a)  At  the  time  of  soliciting 
nominations  for  the  leasing  of  lands 
within  3  geographic  miles  of  the 
seaward  boundary  of  any  coastal  State, 
the  Director,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  §  252.7(a)(4)  and  252.7(b)  of  this 
Chapter  and  sections  8(g)  and  26(e]  of 
the  Act,  shall  provide  the  Governor  of 
the  State  the  following  information  that 
has  been  acquired  by  the  Director  on 
such  lands  proposed  to  b6  offered  for 
leasing: 

(1)  All  information  on  the 
geographical,  geological,  and  ecological 
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characteristics  of  the  areas  and  regions 
proposed  to  be  offered  for  leasing; 

(2)  An  estimate  of  the  oil  and  gas 
reserves  in  the  areas  proposed  for 
leasing;  and 

(3)  An  identification  of  any  field, 
geological  structure,  or  trap  located 
within  3  miles  of  the  seaward  boundary 
of  the  State. 

(b)  After  the  time  of  receipt  of 
nominations  for  any  area  of  the  OCS 
within  3  geographic  miles  of  the 
seaward  boimdary  of  any  coastal  State 
and  tentative  tract  selection  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  43 
CFR  Parts  3313  and  3314,  the  Director,  in 
consultation  with  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  shall  determine  whether  any 
tracts  being  given  further  consideration 
for  leasing  may  contain  one  or  more  oil 
or  gas  reservoirs  underlying  both  the 
OCS  and  lands  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State. 

(c)  At  any  time  prior  to  a  sale, 
information  acquired  by  the  Director 
that  pertains  to  the  identification  of  oil 
or  g^s  pools  or  fields  underlying  both 
the  Outer  Continental  Shelf  and  lands 
subject  to  the  jiuisdiction  of  any  coastal 
State  on  tracts  selected  for  leasing 
within  3  geographic  miles  of  the 
seaward  boundary  of  any  such  State 
will  be  shared,  upon  request  and 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 

§  252.7(a)(4)  and  252.7(b)  of  this  Chapter 
and  sections  8(g)  and  26  of  the  Act,  with 
the  Governor  of  such  State. 

(d)  Knowledge  obtained  by  a  State 
official  who  receives  information  under 
subsections  (a)  and  (b)  of  this  section 
shall  be  subject  to  the  requirements  and 
limitations  of  the  Freedom  of 
Information  Act  (5  U.S.C.  552)  and  the 
implementing  regulations  (43  CFR  Part 
2),  the  Act,  the  regulations  contained  in 
30  CFR  Part  250  (Oil  and  Gas  and 
Sulphiu'  Operations  in  the  Outer 
Continental  Shelf),  the  regulations  in 
this  Part  251  (Geological  and 
Geophysical  Explorations  of  the  Outer 
Continental  Shelf),  and  the  regulations 
contained  in  30  CFR  Part  252  (Outer 
Continental  Shelf  Oil  and  Gas 
Information  Program). 

§  251.14-4  Disclosure  of  information  and 
data  relating  to  specific  contractual 
commitments. 

All  information  and  data  already 
received  by  the  Director  and  covered  by 
a  specific  contractual  commitment 
concerning  its  release  shall  be  handled 
in  a  way  consistent  with  the  contractual 
commitment.  In  the  event  of  any  conflict 
between  this  provision  and  a  provision 
of  any  other  regulation  in  this  Part  251, 
or  of  any  regulation  in  Part  250,  this 
provision  shall  govern. 
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284 . 

. .  18'72 

290 . 

. .  2023 

Proposed  Rules: 

2 . 

. 5321 

3 . 

. :. . 5309 

141 . 

. 48 

260 . . 

. 48.  5309 

271 . 

. 2344,  2873,  5321, 

5747 

274 . 

. 2344 

280 . 

. 2052 

282 . 

. 1081,  3330 

284 . 

. 2052 

19  CFR 

4 . 

. 3570 

10 . 

. 3901 

11 . 

. 3901 

24 . 

. 3901 

101 . 

. 3573 

127 . 

. 3901 

132 . 

. . . 3901 

141 . 

. -. . 3901 

142 . 

. 3901 

143 . 

. 1012,  3901 

144 . 

. 3901 

151 . 

. 3901 

153 . 

. 1013,  1417 

158 . 

. 3901 

159 . 

..25,  1013,  2650,  3901 

172 . 

. 3901 

173 . 

. 3901 

355 . 

. 4932 

Proposed  Rules: 

6 . 

. 1633 

10 . 

. 1633 

20  CFR 

208 . 

. 3259 

260 . 

. 3259,  5685 

404 . 

. 1605,  1611 

614 . 

. 1014 

615 . 

. 797,  1015 

676 . 

. 1016 

725 . 

. 27,  1017 

Proposed  Rules: 

404 . 

. 2345 

416 . 

. 2345 

651 . 

. 2498 

653 . 

. 2498 

656 . 

. 4918 

658 . 

. 2498 

21  CFR 

14 . 

. 4353 

16 . 

. 3732 

20 . 

. 3732 

104 . 

. . . 6314 

108 . 

. 1612 

146 . 

. 1612 

175 . 

. 2841 

177 . 

. 2842 

178 . 

. 1018 

182 . 

. 1019,  6084 

184 . 

. 6084 

186 . 

. 6084 

193 . 

. 1418 

510 . 

. 2314 

520 . 

. 3573,  3574,  6086 

522 . 

. 1019 

540 . 

. 1613 

558 . 

. 1020,  2314,  6087 

701 . 

. 3574 

809 . 

. 3732 

812 . 

. 3732 

Proposed  Rules: 
172 . 

. 1085 

182 . 

...  3598,  6117 

184 . . . 

...  3598,  6117 

186 . 

...  3598,  6117 

452 . 

. 1085 

600 . 

. 2852 

610 . 

...  2852,  6120 

640 . 

...  2852,  2854 

1308 . 3923 


22CFR 


525 . 

. 28 

710 . 

. 5685 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  II . 

. . 1641 

Ch.  V . 

. 1641 

143 . 

. 1638 

23  CFR 

420 . 

. 1418 

620 . 

. 1418 

Proposed  Rules: 

450 . 

. 2296 

476 . 

. 2296 

625 . 

. 982,  5750 

655 . 

. 982,  5750 

663 . 

. 952 

24  CFR 

201 . 

. 6088 

203 . 

. 3901 

207 . 

. 3902 

213 . 

. 3902 

220 . 

...  3901,  3902 

221 . 

. 3902 

222 . 

. 3901 

226 . 

. 3901 

231 . 

. 3902 

234 . 

...  3901,  3902 

236 . 

. 3902 

300 . . . 

. 3029 

805 . 

. 3029 

Proposed  Rules: 

200 . :. . 

. 5754 

201 . 

. 4364 

234 . 

. 4332 

570 . . . 

. 802 

881 . 

. 3602 

883 . 

. 3330 

885 . 

. 802 

888 . 

. 802,  2534 

25  CFR 

23 . 

. 2315 

233 . 

. 5686 

261 . 

. 2026 

Proposed  Rules: 

43a . 

...  2665,  5754 

26  CFR 

1 . 

. 6088 

5 . 

. 5688 

15 . 

. 6088 

16 . 

. 6088 

20 . 

. 6088 

25 . 

. 6088 

31 . 

. 6088 

36 . 

. 6088 

41 . 

. 6088 

44 . . . 

. 6088 

45  . 6088 

46  .  6088 

47  . 6088 

48  .  6088 

49  .  6088 

53 . 6088 

144  .  6088 

145  . 6088 

154 . 6088 

301 . 6088 

400 .  6088 

404 . 3904 

Proposed  Rules: 

1 . 2349,  3602,  3924, 

5754 

7 . 3924 

31 . 4364 

27CFR 

170 .  5694 

231 . 5694 

240 .  5694 

Proposed  Rules: 

4  . 2855 

5  . 50 

296 . 2855 

28  CFR 

14 . 2650 

16 . 5301 

58 . 1836,  2316 

Proposed  Rules: 

31  . 2808 

29  CFR 

24 . 1836 

511 . 6092 

1601 . 1876 

1613 . 29.  780 

1990 . 5002 

2610 . 2026 

Proposed  RulA: 

4 . 2350 

9 . 1642 

32  . 1392 

42 . 2528 

30  CFR 

251  . . 6338 

722 . 1020,  2626 

843 . 1877,  2626 

Proposed  Rules: 

211 . 5534 

722  .  5540 

723  . 5540 

800 .  6028 

801 . 6028 

805  .  6028 

806  . . . 6028 

BO? _ _  6028 

808 .  6028 

843 .  5540 

845 .  5540 

870 .  2805 

872.™ . 2805 

874 .  2805 

877 .  2805 

879 . 2805 

882 . 2805 

884 .  2805 

886 . 2805 

888 . 2805 

31  CFR 

240 . 1020,  5698 


332 .  4230 

350 .  3261 

535 . 1877 

32  CFR 

65 .  3905 

801 . 3030 

Proposed  Rules: 

651 . 1086 

32A  CFR 

Ch.  VI . 30 

33  CFR 

127.. „ . 1418 

164  .  2027 

165  . 1418 

183 . 2028 

207 .  2317 

Proposed  Rules 

Ch.  1 . 2052 

207 . 1919 

36  CFR 

28 . 3261 

222 . 30 

805 . 4353 

1202 . 4355 

1215 . 5302 

1226 . 780 

Proposed  Rules: 

222 . 1108 

1227.. :. . .^...3924 

38  CFR 

3 . 1877,  2318 

21 . 30 

Proposed  Rules: 

17 . 3061,  5348 

21 . 803,  2667,  5350 

36 . 3330,  3926 

39  CFR 

233 . 1613 

310 . 3034 

Proposed  Rules: 

310 . 1427 

320 . 1427 

40  CFR 

52 . 780-782,  1022,  1024, 

1419, 2031-2036, 2319, 
3270, 3603, 3906, 4355, 
5303,  5698, 6092 

60 . 3034,  5616 

65 . 3035,  4356,  5303 

81 . 2036,2044,  6103 

86  . 4136 

87  . 1419 

180.. -. . 3907,  4356,  6103 

201 . 1252 

228 . 3053 

454 .  3604 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  1 . 52.  3316 

Ch.  V . 1429 

51  . 6120 

52  .  52.  1108,  1429,  1643, 

2054, 2351,3331,3333, 
3928, 3929, 4365,6121 

60 . 2790,  3333 

62 . 3334 

81 . 1647,  3333 

86 . 5988,  6012 
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180 . 2058,  2351 

.  2352,  3938 

201 . 

. 1109 

250 . 

. 2059 

401 . 

. 803 

403 . 

. 3063 

410 . 

. 53,  806 

425 . . . 

. 53 

429 . 

. 53 

446 . 

. 912 

447 . 

. 928 

454 . 

. 53,  3335 

41  CFR 

Ch.  101 . 

.  3271,  6104 

3-16 . 

. 5702 

3-55 . 

. 5702 

8-75 . 

. 3035 

9-7 . 

. 942 

101-11 . 

. 5704 

109-1 . 

. 943 

109-60 . 

. 943 

Proposed  Rules: 

1-15 . 

. 3296 

24-1 . 

. 1109 

60-1 . 

. 4954 

42  CFR 

• 

66 . 

. 1822 

85 . 

. 2651 

85a . 

. 2651 

110 . 

. 6058 

431 . 

.  6326,  6331 

Proposed  Rules: 

2 . .! . 

. 53 

52h . . . 

. .  5351 

74 . 

. 2353 

405 . 

. 2353 

43  CFR 

Ch.  II . 

. 3037 

3 . 

. 5304 

4 . 

. 5713 

29 . 

. 1026 

31 . 

. 783 

401 . . 

. 1878 

403 . 

. 1878 

406 . 

. 1879 

Proposed  Rules: 

17 . 

. 976 

1880 . 

60.54 

44  CFR 

5 . 

. 1421 

64 . 

. 3578 

65 . 

.2322,  3580 

67 . 2655.  5714.  5719 

Proposed  Rules: 

67 . 3604-3617, 

5351,  5352, 

5356, 5780 

45  CFR 

122a . 

. 6044 

205 . 

6326,  6333 

601 . 

. 1422 

640 . 

. 39 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  XII . 

. 1430 

8 . 

. 2353 

64 . 

. 5648 

540 . 

. 806 

1060  . 

. 3335 

46  CFR 

4 . 

. 2045 

5 . 2045 

502 . 1879.  2325 

512 . -  3272 

514 . 3311 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  I . .....2052 

Ch.  IV . 6122 

42 . 5780 

93  .  5780 

47  CFR 

0 . 4357,  6104 

5 . 4357" 

21  . 4357 

22  . 4357  ' 

23  . 4357 

25 . 4357 

63  . L . 3037 

64  . 3037 

73  . 1880,  1881,  1919-1923, 

1976, 2844, 3907-3910, 
4357, 5304, 5305, 6105 

74  .  4357 

78 .  4357 

81 . 4357 

83 . 1924 

87 . 4357 

90 .  4357 

94  .  4357 

95  . 4357 

97 . 4357,  6106 

99 . 4357 

Proposed  Rules: 

0 . 3064 

1  . 3335,  3349 

2  .  2060,  2859,  3064,  3349 

22 . 2859 

56 . 1431 

61 . 3064,  3353 

63 . 2066,  3064 

67 . 4365 

73 . 2067,«8070,  3071, 

3939-3941, 5358,  5359, 
6122,6124,6126 

76 . 3071 

81 . 3064 

83 .  3064 

90 . 2067,  3086,  3349 

94 . 2060,  2069 

97 . 2071 

401 . 1431 

49  CFR 

Ch.  X . 5306 

1 . 783,  2655 

173 . 5737 

192 .  3272 

531 . 5738 

580 .  784 

1001 . 3580 

1011 . 3580,  5739 

1033 .  42.  43,  784,  785.  1881, 

1882, 2325, 2655, 2656, 4357 

1062 .  3586 

1064 . 3912 

1100 .  3580,  5739 

1111 . 6107 

1127 . 43 

1131 . 3580 

1131a . 3580 

1249 . : . . 3588 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  X . . 1434,  2354 

395 .  5781 

571 . 807 


575 . 

. 807 

1001 . 

. 1434 

1011 . 

. 1434 

1060 . 

. 6127 

1082 . 

. 6127 

1100 . 

. 1434' 

1109 . 

. 3353 

1127 . 

. 55 

1131 . 

. 1434 

1131a . 

. 1434 

1136 . 

. 2871 

1201 . 

. 809 

1241 . 

. 809 

1249 . 

. 3618 

1301 . 

. 56 

SO  CFR 

26  . 

.'105P 

32 . 

. 3053 

33 . 1026, 

1027,  2046,  3589 

296 . 

. 6062 

603 . 

. 3590 

611 . 

. 785,  1028 

652 . 

. 786 

661 . 

. 6127 

671 . 

. 785,  1613 

Proposed  Rules: 

13 . 

. 809 

17 . . . 

. 5782 

22 . 

. 809 

23 . 

. 1110 

107 . 

. 2616 

230 . 

. 4366 

251..... . 

. 2636 

Pfifi 

. P636 

259 . 

. P636 

601 . 

. 3618 

611 . 

. 56,  2354 

651 . 

. 1112 

676 . 

. 3619 

1  •  .  • 

' _ _ _ I 
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AGENCY  PUBLICATION  ON  ASSIGNED  DAYS  OF  THE  WEEK 

following  agencies  have  agreed  to  publish  all  This  is  a  voluntary  program.  (See  OFR  NOTICE 
documents  on  two  assigned  days  of  the  week  FR  32914,  August  6,  1976.) 


(Monday/Thursday  or  Tuesday/ Frkf ay). 

' 

Monday 

Tuaaday 

Wodnaaday 

TfMiraday 

Friday 

DOT/SECRETARY 

USDA/ASCS 

DOT/SECRETARY 

USDA/ASCS 

DOT/CX)AST  GUARD 

USDA/ APHIS 

DOT/COAST  GUARD 

'  USDA/APHIS 

DOT/FAA 

USDA/FNS 

DOT/FAA 

USDA/FNS 

DOT/FHWA 

USDA/FSQS 

DOT/FHWA 

iJSOA/FSQS 

DOT/FRA 

USDA/REA 

.  DOT/FRA 

USDA/REA 

DOT/NHTSA 

MSPB/OPM 

DOT/NHTSA 

MSPB/OPM 

DOT/RSPA 

LASOR 

DOT/RSPA 

LABOR 

DOT/SLSOC 

HEW/FDA 

DOT/SLSDC 

HEW/FDA 

DOT/UMTA 

DOT/UMTA 

CSA 

CSA 

Documents  normally  scheduled  for  publication  on  Comments  on  this  program  are  stiH  invited.  the  Federal  Register,  National  Archives  and 

a  day  that  will  be  a  Federal  holiday  wilt  be  Comments  should  be  submitted  to  the  Records  Service,  General  Services  Administration, 

published  the  next  work  day  following  the  Oay-of-the-Week  Program  (Coordinator.  Office  of  Washington,  D.C.  20408 

holiday. 


REMINDERS 


The  items  in  this  list  were  editorially  compiled  as  an  aid  to  Federal 
Register  users.  Inclusion  or  exclusion  from  this  list  has  no  legal 
significance.  Since  this  list  is  intended  as  a  reminder,  it  does  not 
include  effective  dates  that  occur  within  14  days  of  publication. 

Rules  Going  Into  Effect  Today 

Note:  There  were  no  items  eligible  for  inclusion  in  the  list  of  Rules 
'^oing  Into  Effect  Today. 

List  of  Public  Laws 

Note:  No  public  bills  which  have  become  law  were  received  by  the 
Office  of  the  Federal  Register  for  inclusion  in  today's  List  of  Public 
Laws. 

A  complete  listing  for  the  first  session  of  the  96th  Congress  was 
published  in  the  Reader  Aid  section  of  the  issue  of  January  17, 1980. 


Just  Released 


CODE  OP  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 

(Revised  as  of  May  31, 1979) 


Quantity  Volume 

Price 

Amount 

Title  10— Energy 
(Parts  200  to  499) 

$8.00 

.$ 

Title  10— Energy 

7.00 

(Part  500  to  End) 

Total  Order 

$ 

[A  Cumulative  checklist  ofCFR  issuances  for  1979  appears  in  the  back  of  the 
first  issue  of  the  Federal  Register  each  month  in  the  Reader  Aids  section.  In 
addition,  a  checklist  of  current  CFR  volumes,  comprising  a  complete  CFR 
set,  appears  each  month  in  the  LSA  (List  of  CFR  Sections  AffectedJ.l 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  DETACH 


MAIL  OtDH  FORM  To: 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C  20402 

Enclosed  find  $ . ( check  or  money  order)  or  charge  to  my  Deposit  Account  No . 

Please  sessd  me . copies  of: 

Name  _ _ ............... _ ....... _ ................ _ ....... _ 

PLEASE  FILL  IN  MAILING  LABEL 

BELOW  Street  addteu _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

City  and  State _ ............. _ ... _  ZIP  C(xle _ _ 


FOR  USE  OF  SUPT.  DOCS. 

- Enclosed _ ....... 

To  be  mailed 
- lalei . . 

- Subscription _ _ 

Refund _ _ _ _ 

Postage.... _ ...... 

Foreign  Handling.... 


FOR  PROMPT  SHIPMENT.  PLEASE  PRINT  OR  TYPE  ADDRESS  ON  UBEL  BELOW,  INCLUDING  YOUR  ZIP  CODE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUMENTS 
U.S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20402 

OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


POSTAGE  AND  lEES  PAID 
I'  S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINII.SG  OFFICE 
375 

SPECIAL  FOURTH-CLASS  RATE 
BOOK 


Name _ ... 

Street  addrew 


City  and  State 


ZIP  Code.. 


